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Turning back time
We are transforming bare paddocks
into bush as part of one of Australia’s
most ambitious revegetation projects
– and the animals are coming back.
Cleared for agriculture since the
1950s and 60s, the 70 kilometre swathe
of land between the Fitzgerald River
and Stirling Range national parks
in Western Australia is a mosaic of
remnant bushland and farmland.
This region is the most fragmented
section of Gondwana Link, a project
aimed at reconnecting 1000 kilometres
of land from Margaret River in the west
to the Goldfields in the east. It also sits
within one of the world’s 35 global

biodiversity hotspots – areas with large
numbers of species found nowhere else,
and which are heavily threatened.
“The highlight for me is going out
with our local botanist and realising
how diverse the vegetation here is,”
says Bush Heritage ecologist Angela
Sanders. “Every 50 metres the plant
community changes – we have plants
here that actually don’t occur in either
national park.
“We knew the Fitz-Stirling region
was special when we started working
here 14 years ago, but we haven’t
understood just how bewilderingly
diverse it is until now.”

Bush Heritage is working collaboratively
with other organisations, neighbours
and landholders to reconnect remnant
bushland in the Fitz-Stirling region,
with increasingly positive results.
Continued on page 3
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Above: Cleared farmland surrounds the southwest
corner of Stirling Range National Park, WA, in the
Gondwana Link landscape. Photo courtesy of
Greenskills and AirPix
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From the CEO

Our native species interact with their
habitats on a landscapes scale; they need
space to fly, forage, nest, and move in a
way that suits them both biologically and
ecologically. When habitats are broken
up and fragmented into isolated patches,
many native species suffer. That’s why
our work is focused on landscape-scale
conservation that not only protects and
connects the patches we have left, but
also restores when appropriate.
In this edition of Bush Tracks, you’ll find
many examples of the positive impact
that our landscape-scale approach to
conservation is having. In the FitzStirling region of Western Australia, we
are part of Australia’s most ambitious
revegetation project, Gondwana Link,
which is reconnecting and restoring the
functionality of 1000 kilometres of land
in the state’s southwest. Over more than
10 years, we have planted hundreds of
thousands of seeds and seedlings here.
Now, the earliest of those plantings have
grown into forests as tall as your ceiling,
and common species are becoming
common again.
2

Bush Tracks | Spring 2017

You’ll read, too, about how we’re
helping to enhance the health of native
fish in the Murrumbidgee River.
This collaboration is restoring and
reconnecting a 100 kilometre stretch
of the river in NSW and the ACT
for the benefit of species such as the
endangered Macquarie Perch. As a
landholder and partner, our support is
catalysing people to come together and
act at a local level, in the context of a
broader landscape-scale objective.
More than 5800 Australian species
across 6.2 million hectares of
ecologically important land are
benefitting from our landscape-scale
approach to conservation, thanks to
your support. Conservation at this scale
isn’t easy – working across vast and
remote landscapes comes with its own
unique set of challenges – and it would
be foolish for us to believe we could
work in isolation. By focusing on large,
long-term collaborations, we are getting
far more done than we could if we were
working alone. In supporting our work,
you are a part of those collaborations,
and for that we are so grateful.

Gerard O’Neill, Chief Executive

Who we are
We are national leaders in
landscape-scale conservation.
We are independent and
evidence-based. Our purpose
is to return the bush to good
health.

Why we are successful
We work where we are
needed most: in areas of high
conservation value with low levels
of protection. We have two proven
approaches to what we do:
• We carefully select, purchase
and manage landscapes of
outstanding conservation value.
• We work in partnership with
others, including Traditional
Owners, pastoralists,
conservationists, businesses,
and non-government
organisations.
Working with partners means
we are able to create healthier,
more resilient ecosystems for the
benefit of people and our native
species.
Our vision is of healthy Country,
protected forever.

Opposite left: Coastal wattle seeds on
Monjebup Reserve in the Fitz-Stirling
region. Photo by Jessica Wyld Photography
Opposite right: A Honey Possum feasts
on a banksia. Photo by Ross Bray
Left: Simon Smale kneels by revegetation
on Monjebup North reserve. Photo by
Peter Martin

Our work in the Fitz-Stirling region has
been made possible through support from:
the Western Australian Government’s State
NRM Program, supported by Royalties for
Regions; South Coast Natural Resource
Management, through funding from the
Australian Government’s National Landcare
Programme; The Nature Conservancy; Michael
Tichbon; Beth, Phill and Rosalie Schultz; the
Diversicon Environmental Foundation; Eva
Palmer; Susan Carlton; and Rosemary and
Tom Paterson and family in memory of Iain.

Continued from cover

A holistic approach

Rapid results

The 2003 purchase of Chereninup
Creek reserve, 889 hectares, marked
the beginning of our work in the
Fitz-Stirling region. We now manage
or co-manage about 10,000 hectares
of land there.

The hard work is paying off. A huge
revegetation effort completed last year
has transformed the grassy paddocks
on the 450 hectare Monjebup North
reserve, reconnecting two extensive
patches of bushland.

The scale of this project is what sets
it apart. Many ecological processes
operate on a large scale, so it is not
enough to just manage isolated patches
of remnant bushland, says Bush
Heritage Healthy Landscape Manager
Simon Smale. By filling in critical gaps
between those patches, we are forming
connected expanses of bushland in
which native species can thrive.

It hasn’t taken long for the animals to
respond, with surveys recording up to
45 bird species coming back to areas
that were paddocks just four years ago.

Bush Heritage has planted millions
of seeds and seedlings since 2003 to
create diverse and connected plant
communities. Different seed mixes
containing about 270 species in total
have been carefully designed to match
the mosaic of soil types beneath the
surface, with the aim of bringing
biodiversity back to the region.
Once this broad-scale seeding is
complete, the sites are revisited to
introduce more targeted species –
such as the banksias and hakeas that
Carnaby’s Black-cockatoos and other
animals rely upon for food.

Mammals are also returning to the
restored areas. A number of Blackgloved Wallaby sightings, as well as two
Honey Possum sightings on Monjebup
North and Yarraweyah Falls, a nearby
co-managed property, have caused
much excitement.

Bush Heritage is also working with
South Coast NRM’s Cultural Program
to provide opportunities for the local
Noongar people to engage with the land.
“That’s definitely a priority for us,”
says Simon.
While happy with their progress,
Simon and Angela say there’s still
a long way to go before they can
consider their work complete.
“There is a sense of urgency about
this work. The effects of land clearing
and fragmentation are still unfolding
through the landscape,” explains Simon.
“But we’re in a good position now to
catch some of those processes before
they become too advanced.”

Community involvement
Another major step forward has been
the purchase of Red Moort reserve,
the largest remaining area of remnant
bushland in the Fitz-Stirling that didn’t
have formal protection. This 1000
hectare reserve will soon be the site for
a highly anticipated field station.
“It’s going to give us what we’ve never
had out there – an operational base
where volunteers, researchers and
workers can stay, and a place where our
many visitors can get more information
on what we’re doing,” says Simon.

Take action
Habitat fragmentation is one of
the biggest threats to Australia’s
native flora and fauna. We are
revegetating landscapes across
Australia to help reverse those
adverse effects.
Can you help us restore the bush?
www.bushheritage.org.au/donate
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Left: Sugar Gliders. Photo
by Steve Parish/Nature
Connect
Bottom: A Feathertail
Glider. Photo by Kris Bell
Opposite left: Regional
Reserve Manager for
Tasmania, Annette Dean,
at home in the
Tasmanian bush. Photo
by Annette Ruzicka
Opposite right: Annette
Dean and her brother
Malcolm find shelter in a
tree in the Liffey Valley.
Photo courtesy of
Annette Dean

The gliders of Yourka
Australia’s blink-and-you-miss-it marsupial is the latest glider
confirmed on Yourka Reserve, in far north Queensland.
Is it a possum? A mouse? What is it?
These were the questions running
through the mind of Yourka Reserve
Manager Paul Hales when ecologist
Terry Reis saw something scurry up
the trunk of a eucalypt one night.
He was spotlighting – conducting a
routine nighttime species survey –
and his torch beam had just caught the
almost imperceptible glint of an eye in
the forest. He steadied his torch and
there they were: two little eyes peering
back at him.
With a second torch and a pair of
binoculars, the sighting was confirmed;
crouching on the eucalypt branch
before Paul was one of Australia’s
elusive Feathertail Gliders.
This is the first time a Feathertail Glider
has been sighted on Yourka Reserve. It
means four of Queensland's six gliding
mammals call the reserve home: Greater
Gliders, Broad-toed Feathertail Gliders,
Sugar Gliders and Squirrel Gliders.
Paul says the sighting is especially
impressive because the minuscule
Feathertail Glider is notoriously hard
to spot high up in the treetops, where
it spends most of its life.
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At just 6 to 8 centimetres long and
weighing little more than two sheets
of paper, the Feathertail Glider is
the world’s smallest glider species.
Its namesake tail is fringed with stiff
horizontal hairs, which act like a rudder
as it glides through the forest canopy.
Membranes extending from its elbows
to its knees allow these nocturnal
creatures to cover more than 20
metres in a single flight.
Australia’s gliding species most likely
evolved their aerodynamic talents
millions of years ago when our
continent began drifting northwards.
As it did so, rainforests thinned out and
the mammals that lived in the canopy
were forced to leap increasingly further.
The confirmation of Feathertail Gliders
on Yourka indicates Bush Heritage’s
management practices are working,
according to Healthy Landscape
Manager and ecologist Dr Alex Kutt.

“A finding like this gives you
the confidence to say, ‘what
we’re doing at the moment
seems to be the right thing’,
and to continue our work
as planned.”

Fast facts
Name: Feathertail Glider
(Acrobates pygmaeus)
Weight: About 12 grams
Length: 6 to 8 centimetres
Lifespan: Up to eight years
Diet: Insects, pollen, seeds and
nectar
Threats: Habitat destruction and
feral predators such as cats and
foxes
Trivia: Feathertail Gliders are
fantastic climbers – they can
run up smooth-barked trees and
even a pane of glass!

A homecoming
Annette Dean’s childhood consisted largely of long days spent out bush with
her brothers, swimming in wild rivers and climbing mountains. She would return
home to her family’s shack in the Liffey Valley of northern Tasmania only when
hunger demanded it.
“I can’t emphasise how magical that
time was for me,” she says. “But of
course, you don’t realise how lucky you
are until you’re an adult and you see
how many kids miss out on that.”
Annette spent her weekends and school
holidays at her family’s shack – now
called ‘Oura Oura’ - until she was seven
years old, the age her son William
is now. She clearly remembers the
bittersweet moment when her parents
decided to sell the shack to Bush
Heritage’s founder-to-be, Bob Brown.
“Bob came knocking on the door
and had a chat with my parents,” says
Annette. “They decided to sell to him,
but he always said, ‘the place is yours –
come and stay whenever you want’.”
Decades later, Annette has returned to
the Liffey Valley as Regional Reserve
Manager, Tasmania, for Bush Heritage.
She says her childhood at Oura Oura,
combined with a trip to the now damned
Lake Pedder in the state’s south-west,
were what ultimately drove her to pursue
a career dedicated to the environment.
“Liffey shaped my love of nature, as well
as going to Lake Pedder and knowing

that I would never see it looking
the same again. As a child, it made
me realise you can’t take nature for
granted,” she says.
After working with the Tasmanian Parks
and Wildlife Service for over a decade,
Annette went on to work as ranger-incharge at two of New South Wales’ largest
national parks, and as chief executive of
the Kokoda Track Authority.
In her role as Regional Reserve
Manager, Tasmania, Annette will apply
her considerable experience to the
maintenance and management of all
of Bush Heritage’s Tasmanian reserves.
This includes Oura Oura and the
other Liffey Valley reserves, as well as
Friendly Beaches Reserve in the state’s
south-east.

“I always felt I had to return
to Tasmania. It’s similar to
Bob’s story of when he first
saw the Liffey Valley; he wrote,
‘I’m home now, I’ve found my
home’, and that’s how I feel,”
says Annette.

On the surface, the valley’s tall eucalypt
forests and the banks of the Liffey
River look much the same as they did
in Annette’s childhood. “But then you
look closer, and it’s shocking to see how
things have changed,” says Annette.
In the past 10 years, weeds and feral
cats have become a major problem.
Managing those threats will be a
priority for Annette over the coming
years, but it’s not something she plans
to do on her own.

“The only way we’re really
going to make progress
is if we take a whole of
community approach to
these issues,” she says.

Annette will be hosting a
Liffey Valley working bee on
14-15 October. Email Michelle.
Stook@bushheritage.org.au for
more information or to confirm
your attendance.
Bush Tracks | Spring 2017

5

Where we work
We have identified 19 priority landscapes across Australia. They have been carefully chosen
for the nationally significant habitats and species they encompass, and their representation,
or lack thereof, in Australia’s National Reserve System. These are the landscapes that we
work to protect and manage.

Arafura Swamp

Darwin
Wunambal
Gaambera

Cape York

Warddeken

Umpila

Arnhem Land

Olkola
Fan Palm

Kimberley

Balkanu

Bunuba

Yourka

Gulf Plains

Einasleigh Uplands

Mitchell Grass Downs
Mulligan

Cravens Peak

Edgbaston

Western Australian Desert

Ethabuka

Pullen
Pullen

Birriliburu

Goonderoo

Reedy Creek

Carnarvon
Brigalow

Hamelin

Brisbane

Bulloo

Eurardy
Mid-west WA Rangelands

Gunduwa

Lesueur-Eneabba

Paroo Warrego

Arid Recovery

Charles Darwin

Bon Bon

Perth

Nantawarrina
Boolcoomatta

Yarraweyah
Falls

South West WA

South
Endeavour
Trust

Yarrabee

Northern Woodlands

Mawonga

Canberra

Gondwana Link

Kojonup

Currumbin
Valley

Naree

SA Arid Rangelands

South East NSW

Beringa

Adelaide

Chereninup Creek

Nardoo Hills

Chingarrup
Monjebup,
Monjebup North,
Red Moort

Scottsdale
Tarcutta Hills

Riverina Goldfields
John
Colahan
Melbourne
Griffin

Bush Heritage reserves
up to 1000 ha

Liffey
Valley

up to 100 000 ha

Brogo

Sydney
‘Nameless’ Sylvan
Burrin Burrin
Upper Murrumbidgee
Demonstration Reach
Kosciuszko 2 Coast

South Esk Pine
Friendly Beaches
Tasmanian Midlands

Tasmanian
Hobart
Midlandscapes

up to 300 000 ha
Bush Heritage partnerships
Aboriginal partnership
Regional partnership
Local partnership

6.2

million hectares of
land managed for
conservation
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44

reserves and
partnerships

235

threatened species
recorded on reserve and
partnership lands

5812

species recorded on
reserve and partnership
lands

81

science and research
projects underway

Bush Heritage online
You don’t have to wait for the next edition of
Bush Tracks to hear stories from the field about
the work you’re helping to make possible. Access
daily updates, articles, videos and images on
our blog, and on social media.
www.bushheritage.org.au/blog

A new genus of spider

Ecologist and Bush Heritage volunteer Tina Schroeder
lives on Eurardy Reserve in mid-west Western
Australia with her husband and Bush Heritage
ecologist Ben Parkhurst. Recently, Tina had trouble
identifying a spider that she saw on the reserve, so
she tweeted the author of CSIRO’s new ‘Spiders of
Australia’ field guide, Rob Whyte.

Tarantulas, man-eating geckos, and 13
new species recorded on Yourka Reserve

Volunteers and Bush Heritage staff had a busy four
days of surveying in May on Yourka Reserve in far
north Queensland. The team recorded 13 species that
hadn’t previously been seen on the reserve, as well as
many other species.
Straws were drawn to determine who would deal with
the Whistling Spider, Australia’s largest tarantula,
named for the hissing sound it makes. Meanwhile,
volunteer Monalisa de Duarte Oliveira found her finger
in the (tiny) jaws of a Box-patterned Gecko. Despite
being about 5 centimetres long, these geckos have
big personalities; when threatened, they make barking
sounds to scare off potential attackers.
See the full gallery on our blog.
Photo by Leanne Hales

After consulting Dr Helen Smith of the Australian
Museum, Rob confirmed that it was in fact part of an
undescribed genus of spider. For more news like this,
like and follow our Facebook page.

A formidable caterpillar nest

This drooping sack-like protrusion is actually home
to Processionary Caterpillars. Made up of silk, old
caterpillar skins and hair, ‘frass’ (insect poop), and
other debris, these nests can cause bad skin rashes
due to toxins on the caterpillar hairs that help them
deter predators. These woolly-looking caterpillars
live communally in their nest by day, emerging in the
evening to feed. As their name suggests, they walk
in long processions, with each individual keeping in
physical contact with the one before it. Bush Heritage
field officer Kate Taylor captured these images of a
nest she found on Bon Bon Station Reserve in central
South Australia. For more stories like this, like and
follow our Facebook page.
Photo by Kate Taylor

Interviewing Night Parrot Nick

A Night Parrot chick, song meters, and insights into
how many Night Parrots are really still out there. Bush
Heritage Healthy Landscape Manager and ecologist
Dr Alex Kutt interviewed University of Queensland
PhD student Nick Leseberg to find out what he’s
learning about the Night Parrot through his research
on Pullen Pullen Reserve in western Queensland.
Read the full interview on our blog.
Photo courtesy of Nick Leseberg
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Close encounters
Spend enough time amongst Boolcoomatta Station Reserve’s sweeping native
grasslands, and you could be lucky enough to encounter a Plains-wanderer.
There are estimated to be less
than 1000 of these small, grounddwelling birds left in the wild today.
Native to the grasslands of southeastern Australia, they are critically
endangered.
In the past, there have been only a few
recordings of Plains-wanderers on
Boolcoomatta, in South Australia. So
you can imagine science intern Emily
Matthews’ surprise when one ran in
front of her as she was driving across
the property.
Slamming on the brakes to let it pass,
Emily counted herself lucky to have
seen the rare bird at all. But then, just
a few hundred metres further down
the road, she spotted a second.
“Our first thought was, ‘what’s
happening here?’” Recalls the
Federation University graduate. “We
couldn’t believe it. One night we found
a female and then we found a male
nearby, so we assume they are a pair.
We also found an active nest with
eggs,” she says.

8
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Overall, Emily recorded eight Plainswanderers during her three months
on reserve – more than have ever been
recorded there before.

“The excitement in having
these grassland birds fly low
in front of you is very special.
Just think - Bush Heritage staff
and volunteers, who have spent
countless hours out there, have
only ever seen a handful of
these birds,” says Emily.

A landscape in repair
Plains-wanderers were once found
from Victoria through to Queensland.
But changes to the extent and density
of native grasslands have seen their
numbers plummet. As such, the very
existence of Plains-wanderers on
Boolcoomatta is a positive sign that
this former sheep station is in repair.
Bush Heritage has managed
Boolcoomatta, the traditional country
of the Adnyamathanha and Wilyakali
people, for over 10 years. During that

Opposite left: Boolcoomatta Station
Reserve, SA. Photo by Geoff Pinney

Left: A Yellow-footed Rock-wallaby.
Photo by Wayne Lawler/EcoPix

Opposite bottom: A critically endangered
Plains-wanderer. Photo by Lachlan Hall

Right: Bush Heritage science intern Emily
Mathews. Photo by Dianne Davies

time, we have focused on restoring the
land’s natural ability to support native
plants and animals.

“While we’re not certain these
weren’t the same individuals, it
does point to the prospect of a
new colony trying to establish at
Boolcoomatta, where they were
once widespread,” he says.

Staff and volunteers have spent
countless hours implementing
regional control programs for invasive
weeds, feral goats, cats, foxes and
rabbits; improving soil quality and
halting erosion; and reestablishing
natural waterways.
Seeing the results of this hard work
take effect has required patience; few
things happen quickly in such a dry
landscape. But according to Emily, our
patience is starting to pay off.
“There are no quick fixes in an arid
environment like this, so improvement
takes time. But we’re starting to see
some really pleasing results,” she says.
In the final days of Emily’s internship,
she spotted a threatened Yellow-footed
Rock-wallaby - the fourth individual
recorded on the reserve this year.
Glen Norris, Healthy Landscapes
Manager for Victoria and South
Australia, says the regular sightings
are signs that the species is making a
resurgence, after the local population
suffered significant declines as
recently as 1981.

“In the next 10 years or so, we believe
they will re-populate Boolcoomatta.
It’s a testament to the commitment
Bush Heritage supporters and staff
have shown to this landscape.”
Boolcoomatta’s Mulga woodlands
are regenerating, too. When Bush
Heritage took over management of
the reserve, the combined impact of
rabbits, sheep and feral goats meant
Mulga seedlings were struggling to
survive. With those threats now being
managed and controlled, these tall,
sparse shrubs are reappearing in the
landscape at a striking rate.

Planning for the future
While these results are certainly cause
for celebration, Boolcoomatta is far from
out of the woods.
Feral cats continue to pose a threat to
native species there, and climate change
will put more pressure on the land
in years to come. Yet, Glen remains
upbeat. Research like Emily’s allows him
to continuously adjust and adapt his
management practices, and he says this
is crucial to achieving further progress.

“You plan what to do. Then you
monitor. Then you evaluate and
say, ‘is there anything we could
do better?’
“We now have a very strong sense of
our targets on Boolcoomatta, which
means we can address threats in a clear,
methodical way.”

Their presence will provide shelter
for other species, and help put
nutrients back into the soil. Already,
we are recording increases in
shrub-dependent birds such as the
Cinnamon Quail-thrush, Rufous
Field-wren and Chirruping Wedgebill.
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Loving a river to life
Restoring the riverbanks of the Upper Murrumbidgee has provided new hope for
the endangered Macquarie Perch.
Standing ankle deep in the
Murrumbidgee River in October
2016, Prue Haantjens became one of
few people to have ever witnessed the
Macquarie Perch spawning. The only
others to witness this extraordinary
event, which usually occurs at dusk
and dawn, were her colleagues from
the NSW Department of Primary
Industries, standing metres away.
The group watched as two of these
native fish, which Prue had tracked for
months, swam to a shallow area in a
riffle (where shallow water flows over
rock) and witnessed a cloud of eggs
being released into the water. New life
was in the making.
Prue, a fish biologist and PhD student,
tracked the movement of Macquarie
Perch in the Upper Murrumbidgee for
three years, sharing what she learnt
with Bush Heritage Australia. Only two
significant populations of this species
remain in NSW, due to overfishing and
the decline of suitable habitat.

A river can bind a community
It’s this habitat that Bush Heritage,
together with other landowners, is
working to restore as part of the Upper

10
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Murrumbidgee Demonstration Reach
(UMDR). The UMDR is a local initiative
formed by government, community and
private groups to demonstrate native fish
recovery along a 100 kilometre stretch of
river in NSW and the ACT.
Antia Brademann began working as the
project’s facilitator three years ago.
“When I started, I sometimes felt quite
depressed about the enormity of the task
ahead. I’d walk along the river and see
erosion, sand build-up and deep mud.
Blackberries and willows grew so densely
that it was difficult to pass through. In
some sites you’d be hard-pressed to find
one native species.”
In contrast, Antia describes the calm and
peace she felt paddling her kayak into
the Bredbo Gorge, where the river forms
Scottsdale Reserve’s western border.

“You see Black Cypress Pine
and the greens and greys of the
gums. The water flows faster –
you find waterholes nine metres
deep, and spectacular rock
formations. It’s like entering
another world.”

A special spot
The Bredbo and Colinton gorges
supply healthy deep pools for fish like
Macquarie Perch, which travel en masse
in breeding pairs to spawn there. The
perch seek out riffles with a pool above
or within them to allow for courtship,
oxygenated water and water flow.
Willows and blackberries that, until
recently, lined entire sections of the river
downstream, provide quite a different
environment, as Scottsdale Reserve
Manager Phil Palmer explains.
“Willow roots form a mat over rocks
in the riffles, where native fish would
otherwise lay their eggs. The fibrous root
mat also reduces oxygen and slows the
flow of water. Willows are deciduous
so they drop their leaves, which decay
and form sludge and mud in the river.
There is less food for native fish and their
breeding habitat is diminished.”
It was this scene that so troubled Antia
Brademann three years ago. While the
Bredbo and Colinton gorges shone a
light on the river’s potential, the sixkilometre section in between was in dire
straits. But Antia’s work, together with
other landholders and Bush Heritage

Opposite left: Scottsdale Reserve Manager
Phil Palmer inspects a threatened Trout Cod,
before releasing it back into the river.

Above: Revegetation on Scottsdale Reserve,
along the banks of the Murrumbidgee.
Photos by Annette Ruzicka

Below: PhD student Prue Haantjens tags a
Macquarie Perch before releasing it back into
the river. Photo courtesy of Prue Haantjens

Opposite right: UMDR facilitator Antia
Brademann.

volunteers and donors, has already
provided relief as part of the Rivers of
Carbon Upper Bidgee project, which
received funding from various sources.

River and fish health go hand
in hand
In just three years, 16,000 Ribbon
Gums, Yellow Box, Apple Box and
other species have been planted along
the river, including 4000 on Scottsdale
alone. Although the benefits may not
be fully realised for decades, the change
is already visible. Wattles that were
planted only a year ago stand head-high
and many willows and blackberries have
been controlled.
Results like this make years of research
worthwhile for Prue Haantjens.
“Scientists can conduct research, but
it doesn’t mean anything without
landholders, community members and
organisations like Bush Heritage working
together to make positive change.”
Bush Heritage Australia
Level 1, 395 Collins Street
PO Box 329 Flinders Lane
Melbourne, VIC 8009
T: 1300 628 873 (1300 NATURE)
T: (03) 8610 9100
F: (03) 8610 9199
E: info@bushheritage.org.au
W: www.bushheritage.org.au

Prue spent months travelling up and
down this river, quietly tracking fish.
Antia learnt to paddle here, discovering
the gentle lilt of her boat as it moved
through the water. Phil raises his family
on it, watching his daughters play and
develop their own connections.

“We’re all the caretakers of this
river”, says Phil. “We can choose
to love it to death or love it to life.
Our choice is to love it to life.”
Bush Heritage and the UMDR thank the
following groups for their generous support:
The Murray Darling Basin Authority,
ACT Government, South East Local Land
Services, NSW Recreational Fishing Trust,
NSW Department of Industry – Lands, the
NSW Environmental Trust, the Australian
River Restoration Centre, the University
of Canberra, and the NSW Department of
Primary Industries – Fishing.

ABN 78 053 639 115
Contributors: Shannon Verhagen, Leigh
Johnston, Amelia Caddy and Bron Willis

This publication uses 100% postconsumer waste recycled fibre, made
with a carbon neutral manufacturing
process, using vegetable-based inks.
Design by violadesign.com.au
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Thank you

Above: On Scottsdale Reserve, NSW, native plant
seedlings are grown in a greenhouse before later
being planted. Photos by Anna Carlile (left) and
Annette Ruzicka (right).

Thanks to the many supporters who
have generously donated to our work.

in celebration of her mother Eileen
Bradsworth’s 80th birthday; Damien
Chillemi donated in celebration of his
mother Leanne on mother’s day; and
Suzy, Brett and family donated on
behalf of Kristi for her birthday.

In memorium
Rodney Goodbun donated in memory
of his partner Jeff, with thanks to his
friends for their loving support; Mr
Bernard Crowe donated in memory of his
wife, Mrs Janice Crowe; Pamela Diestel
gave a gift to remember her daughter,
Emily Diestel; Jean Cockayne and Robyn
Cooper remembered Ian Winlaw with
a donation; many people donated in
memory of David Mattingley; those close
to James Minifie donated in his memory;
the Mission Brown Team and Elizabeth
Smart donated in memory of Hazel
O’Connor; and the friends and family of
Brian Pullen donated in his memory.

Visit our reserves

Bequests
We gratefully acknowledge the estates
of Gilbert Charles Docking, Phyllis
Marie Elizabeth Hodsdon, Leonard
Edwin Bergemann, Rosemary Boeren,
Peter Witt Edwards, Terence Phillip
O’Brien, Robert Foster, Barry Phillip
Moore, Ann Gormley, Kenneth Alfred
Iles, Julianne Bell, Grace Finlayson,
Jean Edgecombe, John David Adams,
Margaret Munro Esson and Edith
Ellen Robb.

Experience the spectacular
landscapes you are helping
to protect across Australia.
We offer a range of options,
from self-guided day-trips, to
multi-day camping adventures
and guided tours with Bush
Heritage ecologists.
A full list of visitation
opportunities for 2018 will be
published in the summer edition
of Bush Tracks. In the meantime,
visit www.bushheritage.org.au/
places-we-protect/visit for more
information.

If you are considering leaving a lasting
legacy to the bush in your Will,
please contact our Bequests team on
1300 NATURE or (03) 8610 9100.

In celebration
A number of donations were made
to celebrate the marriage of Doug
and Jenny; Vicki Waters donated

Bush Heritage is a not-for-profit organisation, funded entirely by donations from generous supporters like you.
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All donations of $2 or more are tax-deductible.
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Please send me information about including a gift to
Bush Heritage in my Will
Our Privacy Policy is at BushHeritage.org.au/privacy It explains how we manage your
personal information, how you can access or correct it, how to opt out of receiving marketing
material, and what to do if you have a privacy complaint. If you don’t want to receive any
communications from us, let us know by emailing info@BushHeritage.org.au freecalling
1300 628 873 (1300 NATURE) or writing to us care of the address above.

12

Bush Tracks | Spring 2017

Please return to: Bush Heritage Australia, Reply Paid 329, Flinders Lane VIC 8009
You can also donate online at: BushHeritage.org.au/donate

