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How the west
will be won
Welcome to Hamelin Station Reserve,
nestled in the rangelands of Western
Australia, where the stunning beauty of
the landscape conceals an urgent need
for conservation.
“I know why there’re no stars in the city,”
says Bush Heritage’s Greg Suosaari, admiring
Hamelin Station Reserve’s spectacular
night sky, “it’s because they’re all out here.”
Sitting back after a long day in the Western
Australian rangelands, over 700km north
of Perth, Greg takes a moment to enjoy the
awe-inspiring evening before turning his
attention to the work required in the weeks
and months ahead.
Photo by Jiri Lochman / Lochman Transparencies

Greg makes his home at Hamelin Station
Reserve – one of Bush Heritage’s newest
properties. Greg is moved by the landscape
he wakes up to every day. But, like his
neighbours and fellow landowners in the
region, Greg works hard to be there. He has
a big job: to oversee the land management
and regeneration efforts on this former
pastoral station. It’s a place that blends rich
Aboriginal and European history with unique
biodiversity – in urgent need of protection.
Rigorous scientific research, boundary
fencing, pest control and weed management
will be needed to understand and protect the
202,000 hectare property, which sits adjacent
to the breathtaking Hamelin Pool and the
wider Shark Bay World Heritage Area.

Years of sheep grazing have left their mark
on Hamelin’s landscape, with reduced
native ground cover and compacted soils.
Artificial water points across the property
have increased the number of feral
herbivores that are feeding on the native
vegetation, putting the native ecosystems
under immense pressure.
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Right: Bush Heritage CEO Gerard O’Neill
with Hamelin’s former owner Brian Wake.
Below: Driftwood on the beach at Shark Bay.
Photos by Cineport Media

From the CEO
When I first arrived at Hamelin Station
Reserve, I remember being immediately
struck by its beauty. Watching the sun setting
over Hamelin Pool and wandering the
complex network of spinifex woodland and
shrubland tree-heath you can’t help but feel
truly connected to this ‘big sky’ landscape.
Hamelin Station Reserve is a former
pastoral station and is one of the newest
properties to come under Bush Heritage
care. The property is such a unique blend
of history, ecology and biodiversity, its
protection is essential.
Throughout the 202,000 hectares is
habitat for the nationally vulnerable
Hamelin Skink, Western Spiny-tailed
Skink, threatened Beard’s Mallee, nationally
vulnerable Malleefowl and endemic reptiles.
Under Bush Heritage care, Hamelin will
also offer a brighter future for the Western
Grasswren, the Little Long-tailed Dunnart,
the Spinifex Hopping-mouse, and other
unique creatures. I am immensely proud
that Bush Heritage Australia will be at the
forefront of conserving this vital landscape.
Neighbouring this glorious property
is the Shark Bay World Heritage Area,
including Hamelin Pool and its incredible
stromatolites, which hark back to the very
beginnings of life on Earth. It is just one
of less than 20 World Heritage sites that
meet all four of UNESCO’s criteria for
World Heritage listing; Natural Beauty,
Earth’s History, Ecological Processes and
Biological Diversity.

Protecting Hamelin means...
By purchasing Hamelin we have expanded
the total area protected and managed
for conservation in the Shark Bay World
Heritage Area region by a further 10
per cent. It is not often that we have the
opportunity to protect a vast property of
such national and international importance.
We’ve assembled a small team tasked with
the challenge of caring for Hamelin. Our
long-term vision is to retain and restore
the outstanding conservation values of
the reserve and establish Hamelin Station
at the forefront of marine and rangelands
restoration research.
Essential to our work will be collaboration
with the Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal
Corporation, which represents the Malgana
and Nhanda Traditional Owners. They
are enthusiastic about our purchase of
Hamelin and the cultural, conservation
and economic opportunities it will create.
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Hamelin Station Reserve

202,000
hectares
10%
boost

Our purchase of Hamelin, with your help,
is just one of the many wonderful places that
have been protected over the last 25 years.
In fact, in October this year, we celebrate
25 years since our founding. That’s 25 years
of conservation excellence, 25 years of
protecting Australia’s bush and precious
native species, and 25 years of everyday
Australians like you, making a difference.

to Shark Bay World
Heritage Area

Thank you,

17,000

115

species of birds

sheep and
goats have
been relocated

Gerard O’Neill, Chief Executive
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Hamelin Station Reserve
at a glance

Left: Low woodland over hummock grassland,
a key conservation target at Hamelin.
Photo by Cineport Media
Below: Miniritchie at Hamelin Station Reserve.
Photo by Cineport Media

Continued from cover
“The continual grazing pressure on the
property and damage caused by the hard
hooves of introduced stock has increased
nutrient loads and degraded soil structure,
which has led to fewer perennial grasses,”
Greg says. “Perennial grasses are essential
to retaining soil moisture, so if you lose
those then you aren’t retaining the little
rain that does fall, which leads to less
vegetation growth and the whole thing
starts going backwards.”
Unsurprisingly, it is our native species
that feel the impact of this pressure.

Species under threat
Spinifex woodland, which is important
habitat for the nationally vulnerable
Hamelin Skink, accounts for more than
11,000 hectares of Hamelin. The Hamelin
Skink is unique to Hamelin and just one
other neighbouring property. Hamelin is
therefore critical to its survival, with 80
per cent of known recorded sightings of
the Skink here, even though only around
five per cent of Hamelin is suitable habitat.
The Western Grasswren, a species that
once occupied a much larger range
across southern WA, has persisted in the
region. Over half of Hamelin is potentially
suitable habitat for these birds, and recent
monitoring indicates Hamelin retains a
healthy population. With sensitive land
management Bush Heritage aims to increase
the health of potential Grasswren habitat
and increase the Grasswren population.
“There were serious alarm bells amongst
conservationists about this species and
others in the region,” says Bush Heritage
Ecologist Dr Vanessa Westcott.

“We are aiming to protect a huge area using
best‑practice land management techniques.
We are also developing a number of
collaborative, applied ecological research
projects that will enable us to lead the way
in conservation in the region.”
Unlocking Hamelin’s ecological secrets
will be one of Vanessa’s top priorities.
To achieve that she will soon be organising
a ‘bioblitz’ – a concerted survey and
inventory program carried out by Bush
Heritage ecologists, volunteers and experts
to bolster our knowledge and ultimately
inform management actions to restore
and protect native species. The Hamelin
bioblitz will target small mammals,
reptiles, and birds using a range of
survey techniques.

We need your help
The job ahead of the team is a big one,
not least because of the property’s size
(Hamelin Station is almost as big as the
ACT). Resources and equipment will be
essential to undertake the work required,
and Bush Heritage Executive Manager
Luke Bayley knows all too well the important
role donors will play in Bush Heritage’s
success at Hamelin.
“Without donors we wouldn’t even be
thinking about all the possibilities of this
property,” he says. “Donors and supporters
are essential to the journey as we look to
enhance Hamelin’s World Heritage values
and restore a landscape that supports some
of the region’s most vulnerable species.”

Enhancing World Heritage
values
Hamelin Station Reserve sits adjacent to the
Shark Bay World Heritage Area. Covering
2.2 million hectares and including around
1500km of the Western Australian coast,
Shark Bay is a meeting point of three
climatic zones and two botanical provinces.
Alongside its unique marine areas, this
World Heritage site features significant
land habitats containing at least 820 plant
species, and many hundreds of animal
species, including 240 bird species and nine
reptiles known to be endemic to the area.
Hamelin sits at the southern end of Shark
Bay’s Hamelin Pool and borders the eastern
boundary of the World Heritage Area.
It shares many of the values of the current
Shark Bay World Heritage site. Protecting
Hamelin means expanding the total area
protected and managed for conservation in
the Shark Bay World Heritage Area region
by a further 10 per cent.

Help bring Hamelin
back to life
Your generous donation will help
Vanessa, Greg and all the Bush
Heritage team restore Hamelin’s
native plants and animals to their
natural glory.
Donate now at:
BushHeritage.org.au/donate
Podolepys photo by Jiri Lochman
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Life on the edge
For the vulnerable endemic species found
on Hamelin, the old saying “it’s a small
world” couldn’t be more apt. With suitable
habitat a precious rarity, careful land
management could offer a better future
for these threatened creatures.
As dawn breaks across Hamelin Station,
painting the vast landscapes with gentle
hues of blue that merge into orange, you
could be forgiven for thinking you had
the whole place to yourself. But beneath
the nooks and crannies underfoot, one
of Hamelin’s more remarkable species is
waiting for just the right time to emerge
and warm itself in the morning light.
Appearing from its burrow where it
spends the cold night and parts of the
hot day hiding, the tiny Hamelin Skink
scampers amongst the spinifex, foraging
for food.
The Hamelin Skink is undoubtedly
a striking creature. Its tiny, 6cm body
is dwarfed by its whip-like tail, which
can measure twice as long as its body.
Its blackish body and dark-brown head
and tail are marked with eight narrow
white stripes stretching from eye to tail,
interspersed with black stripes broken
with pale spots and blotches. A wonderful
quirk of evolution, these dots and dashes
are thought to confuse predators, helping
the lizard make a speedy escape.

4
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Western Grasswrens were once widespread
Yet predators aside, life for this endemic
in WA but have declined dramatically in
reptile is constantly precarious. It is native
the last one hundred years. Today just three
to Hamelin and one other neighbouring
sub-populations remain, well-separated
station and is only found in a small area
(roughly 150km²) of spinifex with a eucalypt and confined to very small areas. More
than half of Hamelin Station’s 202,000
overstory. The extremely restricted range
hectares is potentially suitable habitat for
makes the Hamelin Skink vulnerable to
these birds.
extinction. Bushfires have the potential to
damage its habitat, leaving it with nowhere
“We are going to work to manage fire and
else to live.
feral predators, and remove any remaining
stock animals, to help ensure there is
“Hamelin Station is critical to the survival of
this species, with 80 per cent of all sightings an ongoing self-sustaining population
of the Western Grasswren on Hamelin,”
having taken place on the property,” says
says Vanessa.
Bush Heritage Ecologist Vanessa Westcott.

“Beneath the nooks and
crannies underfoot, one of
Hamelin’s more remarkable
species is waiting for just the
right time to emerge and warm
itself in the morning light.”
“Key management actions that will be
taken to protect this species include
management of fire regimes, feral predators
(cats and foxes) and feral herbivores
(rabbits and goats).”
The Hamelin Skink is just one of the
species found in this biodiversity hotspot.
Another is the Western Grasswren, a small,
active bird that also occurs on Hamelin and
has a limited distribution. It hops along
the ground with a cocked tail, searching
for insects.

“The first step will be to undertake
monitoring for both the Hamelin Skink
and Western Grasswren. This will help us
to make management decisions and help
to protect these species in the long term.”
When it comes to protecting these
precious species, knowledge is the key.
Bush Heritage’s Hamelin Station Reserve
team has already started work to understand
the property’s complex ecology and how to
address the challenges ahead. This work will
inform a comprehensive conservation plan
that will protect the landscape these species
rely on. It may indeed be a small world
for these vulnerable species, but it’s Bush
Heritage’s mission that this vital habitat
won’t become any smaller.
Top left: Western Grasswren. Photo by Ben Parkhurst
Top right: Hamelin Skink. Photo by Simon Fordham /
NaturePix

Hamelin Pool: the key to our past
Over billions of years, a complex interaction
between climate and environment at
Hamelin Pool has created the miracle
of ‘living fossils’ called stromatolites.
These extraordinary natural monuments
contain microbes similar to those found in
3,500-million-year-old fossils – the earliest
record of life on Earth.
At first glance, the rocky formations dotted
along the shoreline of Hamelin Pool appear
utterly unspectacular. Something you
might see at any beach in Australia. Yet the
importance of these seemingly innocuous
rocky groupings – known as stromatolites
– is profound. Hidden within their complex
microbial structure are the microbes that
generated the oxygen required to make Earth
habitable to human life. These stromatolites
are the earliest record of life on our planet.
When it comes to describing the significance
of Hamelin Pool and its estimated
100 million stromatolites, Bush Heritage
Science Fellow Dr Erica Suosaari doesn’t
mince words.
“Stromatolites are the first record of life.
They’re evidence that bacteria existed
3.5 billion years ago. The fact that we’ve
got this window to life on Earth billions
of years ago, makes Hamelin pretty much
the most phenomenal place on the planet.”
Remarkably, Hamelin Pool is one of
only two places on Earth where marine
stromatolites exist and there is nowhere
comparable for the sheer number and
variety of stromatolites found at Hamelin.

A sandbar across the entrance of the bay
makes Hamelin Pool twice as salty as
normal seawater. The unique conditions
have fostered these ancient stromatolites,
which are considered the best example
of their kind in the world.
Erica is involved in ground-breaking
research with national and international
universities, looking at the DNA of
the microbial communities that build
stromatolites.

“The fact that we’ve got this
window to life on Earth billions of
years ago, makes Hamelin pretty
much the most phenomenal
place on the planet.”

“The more we find out about Hamelin Pool
the more we find we really don’t know
that much,” said Erica. “It’s really critical
that we study the stromatolites now
because if sea levels rise, water of normal
marine salinity will flood the basin and
that may spark the destruction of the entire
system – the uniqueness of the current
environment and the quality of the water
are what allows the stromatolites to remain
unchanged. Stromatolites are the key to the
past. If they’re gone we will never be able
to understand that. The time to act is now.”

Erica’s work also includes categorising
the stromatolites by their various shapes
– some of which have never before been
recorded – and used these categories to
map the stromatolites. Erica’s research
has contributed new insight to global
understanding of the environment in
which they formed.
Erica is also looking at how the environment
around Hamelin Pool can contribute to
the health of the stromatolites. Erica’s
research into factors such as how grazing
and runoff affect the stromatolites, may
make a difference to how we manage
Hamelin Station Reserve.

Top left: Stromatolites at Hamelin Pool.
Top right: Dr Erica Suosaari at Hamelin Pool.
Photo by Cineport Media
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Shark Bay
Hamelin Station Reserve

Shark Bay
World Heritage Area

Hamelin Skink
Hamelin Pool

Shark Bay Road
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Grasswren

Homestead

Western
Spiny‑tailed Skink
Copyright Greg Harold/AUSCAPE
All rights reserved
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Shark Bay
World Heritage Area
Malleefowl
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Hamelin Station Boundary
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Ocean
Shark Bay World Heritage Area
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Low woodlands over hummock grasslands
Diverse shrublands on sandplain

Beard’s Mallee
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Coastal saltmarsh
Stromatolites

Low woodlands over
hummock grasslands
5.47% of property
11,074 ha

Southern rangelands
81.64% of property
165,373 ha

Hamelin Station Reserve
North West
Coastal Highway
Little Long-tailed Dunnart
This adorable guy is the Little Long-tailed Dunnart, a small
mammal endemic to Australia.
The Little Long-tailed Dunnart can be found in Hamelin’s
semi-arid woodland, heathland and mallee with a hummock
grassland understory. This species is nocturnal, and its diet
includes a variety of invertebrates and reptiles such as
beetles, centipedes and geckoes.
Habitat destruction and fragmentation, as well as predation
by feral cats and foxes, are the biggest threats facing
Hamelin’s Little Long-tailed Dunnart populations. Bush
Heritage Australia’s careful land management will help give
these creatures the best chance in this harsh landscape.
Photo by Ben Parkhurst

Roadhouse

Spinifex Hopping-mouse
Hiding deep underground from the punishing Hamelin sun is
the Spinifex Hopping-mouse, its burrows – often concealed
by clumps of grass – tunnelling a metre underground.
After dark, the Spinifex Hopping-mouse emerges to forage
for seeds, roots, green shoots and invertebrates. Adults
spread out individually for some hundreds of metres, on all
fours when moving slowly, and on the hind legs alone when
at speed. Adept at life in the harsh environment, these
mammals can survive without drinking – their kidneys
absorbing every drop of water from their food and waste.
Photo by Jiri Lochman

Diverse shrublands
on sandplain
11.88% of property
24,057 ha

Coastal saltmarsh
1.01% of property
2052 ha
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Our priorities and
our challenges
On a property of this size, challenges abound. But with your help, Bush Heritage’s
team of land managers and ecologists will work together with our neighbours, partners
and volunteers to revitalise the landscape, and bring it to international renown.

What needs
to be done?
On the ground
The Hamelin team will be tackling urgent
priorities to help ease pressure on the
degraded landscape so regeneration
can begin.
“Hamelin Station Reserve was, until Bush
Heritage purchased the property, a pastoral
station,” says Reserves Ecologist Ben
Parkhurst. “So there are water points, like
windmill-powered wells, all over the place.
As well as watering the stock, however, these
also attract feral herbivores, particularly
goats, that graze the vegetation, which is
now badly degraded in places. Closing
those water points down is a priority.”
“By purchasing Hamelin,” says Ben, “we can
protect and regenerate a significant part
of the natural landscape. That will be our
focus initially.”

Some of the most pressing priorities are
also the most basic; upgrading essential
infrastructure so Bush Heritage can run
a sustainable, efficient and professional
operation for the team of specialists
delivering important conservation work
across the property. This means upgrading
the power and water systems, developing
power, water and fuel management systems.

Building knowledge
Hamelin’s long history as a pastoral
station means that current knowledge
of its biodiversity is limited. Ecologist
Vanessa Westcott aims to fill the knowledge
gaps with extensive research that will
inform long-term conservation plans to
protect and restore the property’s native
flora and fauna.
“As the ecologists for Hamelin, our job is to
bring together all the existing information
about the property – what’s available in
terms of fire history, vegetation mapping,
pest plants and animals, threatened species
locations, and soil erosion,” she says.
“Based on what we’ve learned so far, we’ve
identified some key conservation targets
that will be the focus of our attention in
the immediate future.”

Healthy Landscape Manager Greg Suosaari
agrees, and has already begun the process,
with help from neighbouring properties,
to install around 20km of fencing extending
inland from the coastline. “Boundary
“We are still gathering information and
fencing will help to stop wandering stock
coming in and expedite the recovery process planning, and later in the year we will
continue our surveys to better understand
for the land. Although, once we remove
the flora and fauna we have and complete
goats we could potentially see a flush of
plant growth, many of which may be weeds, some animal tracking.”
so we’ll also put a robust weed management
program in place.”
8
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Into the future
It will be Executive Manager Luke Bayley’s
job to look further ahead, planning
for Hamelin’s future and the steps
needed to reach its potential as a research,
education, engagement and tourism
hub of international significance.
His immediate priority over the next
six to 12 months will be to work with
Dr Erica Suosaari to develop a masterplan
outlining the strategies and partnerships
required to transform the property into
an internationally recognised centre of
excellence, celebrating science, culture
and nature conservation.
Another priority that Luke is particularly
passionate about is working with the
local community, particularly one of
Hamelin’s Traditional Owner groups,
the Malgana people.
“We’ve received written endorsement from
the Malgana people about our plans for
the future – which in itself is unique,” he
says. “We’ll be working closely with the
Traditional Owners as we develop plans
that will help us understand and manage
the land and develop ways in which we can
work together to deliver conservation and
associated business opportunities.”
“We’ll also be working with the wider
community too: that means the local Shire of
Shark Bay, state government, businesses and
neighbouring pastoral stations. We will show
them that our work at Hamelin will add value
to the region and complement their own
efforts to build business viability and increase
visitation to this amazing part of the world.”

The people that live and breathe Hamelin

Opposite page: Shark Bay seabed
from the air. Photo by Jiri Lochman
Above: Photo by Marie Lochman

Bush Heritage’s team at Hamelin Station Reserve share their
thoughts about the property and the role they’ll play in protecting it.

Priority actions

Vanessa Westcott
Regional Ecologist
“You feel the opportunity to make a
difference when you drive through this
country. It’s very beautiful to see the
dramatic changes in the vegetation and
the landscape as you drive around.”

Greg Suosaari
Healthy Landscape Manager
“There is always something, no matter
where you are, even walking around
the homestead here, there’s always
an incredible bug or lizard crawling
around, that you haven’t seen before.”

• Use aerial imagery and ground
surveys to determine the extent
of the EPBC‑listed sub‑tropical
and temperate coastal saltmarsh
community.
• Develop a fire management plan.
• Establish flora survey and
monitoring plots, in conjunction
with the WA Wildflower Society.
• Conduct bird monitoring in key areas.
• Conduct monitoring of the Hamelin
Skink in key areas, so that we
can measure the effectiveness
of our work.
• Continue Western Grasswren surveys
to determine a more accurate status
of Hamelin’s populations.
• Undertake heritage surveys to
protect Aboriginal and European
values on the property.

Tony Loetche
Field Officer
“From the clifftops at Hamelin you can
see for kilometres – the stromatolites,
the beach and the coastal dunes.
The trees there are spectacularly
snarled and weatherbeaten but they
dig their roots in and just keep growing.
You can’t help but be inspired by
the place.”

Dr Erica Suosaari
Science Fellow
“There are only two places in the
world where modern stromatolites
are currently accreting, in the
marine realm. One is in the Bahamas
and the second is here. The amount
of stromatolites in the Bahamas
would fit into just one of the bays
at Hamelin.”

• Conduct small vertebrate surveys
(pitfall trapping, camera traps,
funnel traps etc.) to determine the
diversity and abundance of small
mammals and reptiles.
• Conduct sand-pad monitoring
to determine the distribution
and activity of feral predators
on the property.
• Begin weed management and
soil erosion work.
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A research hub of the future?
Hamelin Station Reserve is already a
hive of research activity. Its location and
unique ecological values have put it on the
scientific map. But this is just the beginning.
At Hamelin, it’s not unusual to find one or
other of the nation’s leading conservationists
hard at work to unlock the secrets of this
unique property.
Bush Heritage Ecologists Vanessa Westcott
and Ben Parkhurst are in the dry Hamelin
landscape, studying the state of Hamelin’s
flora and fauna. Science Fellow Dr Erica
Suosaari leads students from Perth’s Curtin
University and the University of Florida
around Hamelin Pool, examining ground
water and its impact on stromatolite
formation. Healthy Landscape Manager
Greg Suosaari is charting the property’s
water points and working on the best ways
to minimise the impacts of feral herbivores
that remain on the property. Hamelin is
already the focus of intense scientific work.
But this is just the beginning.

The property is equipped with a quality
accommodation facility that could support
scientists, students, volunteers and other
research partners. With careful planning
and management, such experts would be
able to base themselves at Hamelin and
collaborate on projects that support critical
ecological and conservation research.

“Ultimately we want to create
a place where Traditional
Owners, conservationists
and governments can come
together, to learn how to
manage this land – and to
celebrate our success.”
It’s Executive Manager Luke Bayley’s
vision to establish Hamelin as a research
and science hub that serves two important
purposes: helping researchers understand
the rare ecosystems of Hamelin Pool
and Shark Bay, and demonstrating and
fostering research into management
practices that will regenerate and sustain
Australia’s rangeland country. Hamelin
would also offer an opportunity to engage
the community in this important work.

Early planning is underway to establish
Hamelin as a hub for the science community
and an example of sophisticated and creative
community engagement. It is planned
that Hamelin Station and the immediate
“We want to demonstrate and share the
surrounds will become an invaluable
management practices, techniques and
learning hub for the next generation of
monitoring regimes that we and others
scientists, land management practitioners,
have developed that enable us to look
and everyday Australians who care about
after outback environments,” says Luke.
science and conservation.

10
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Top left above: Stromatolites at Hamelin Pool.
Photo by Cineport Media
Top left below: Spinifex Hopping-mouse.
Photo by Jiri Lochman
Top right: Shark Bay Rose. Photo by Jiri Lochman

“This type of knowledge sharing will be
invaluable, offering important insights
and building momentum that should have
far‑reaching benefits to land regeneration
and management efforts across Australia.”
Careful planning will be required, and
strategic partnerships will be needed to
make the vision possible. Discussions are
already underway with Western Australia’s
Department of Parks and Wildlife, which
manages the adjacent Shark Bay World
Heritage Area, and we see opportunities to
work together to share the unique ecology
of this landscape with Australian and
international visitors.
“There’s potential to partner with national
and international universities and research
organisations that could be involved in
developing Hamelin as a hub for the scientific
community. There is a long way to go, but
the early planning is definitely underway.”
Working in Hamelin’s favour is its proximity
to the World Heritage Area, making it a
natural destination point for researchers
and travellers alike.
“We’re on the doorstep of the World Heritage
Area, which attracts a huge number of
people from around the world and across
Australia each year,” Luke says. “They actually
drive through Hamelin to get there, so
there’s an opportunity for us to reach out
to those people and talk about the work
Bush Heritage is doing and the ecology of
the region and get them excited and involved
in what we are doing. We are thinking big
and at this point the sky’s the limit.”

Passing muster
For more than 130 years Hamelin Station
Reserve has been a pastoral station, home
to sheep and goats. Its new future as a
conservation property meant removing
stock. A lot of it. Brian Wake and Jock
Isdale were the men for the job.

Breaking with this rich pastoral history is
gruelling work. When Hamelin operated
as a fully fledged station, checking its water
bores was a 200km round trip, conducted
twice a week.

Brian and Jock saved the mustering for
Summer on Hamelin is relentless.
summer when the stock will be drinking
Temperatures soar and the sun is unforgiving. more regularly – at least every three or four
Even the property’s 115 species of birds
days. But the distance and terrain make for
remain quiet in the warmer months,
perennial challenges.
searching for respite. But for Jock Isdale
“Each paddock is 8km by 8km – which is
and Brian Wake, there is still work to be
larger than most farms,” says Jock. “There’s
done. Each day they lead a small team
no
way you can adequately go through the
who brave the summer heat and head into
paddocks
by foot or mechanical means.”
Hamelin’s enormous paddocks to muster
the property’s remaining stock.
Instead, Jock and Brian use the stock’s
natural inclination for water to muster the
Hamelin was first settled in the 1870s
animals. Gathered around the property’s
and its artesian bore was the first in
17
water points will be flocks of sheep and
the area, eventually contributing to the
goats.
A yard is established at a specific
birth of pastoralism. It led to 130 years
water
point
allowing stock to enter but
of farming on the property, primarily
not
allowing
them to leave, essentially
in sheep and goats.
trapping them in one location.

Hamelin was first settled in
the 1870s and its artesian
bore was the first in the area,
eventually contributing to
the birth of pastoralism.
The stock is then either transported or
walked back to the station, drafted, and
sold. More than 17,000 animals have been
mustered since late 2015, leaving very few
on the property.
For the two men, the mustering serves as
a farewell to a property they have known
and loved for years. Brian and Mary Wake
were the previous owners and cared deeply
for Hamelin since purchasing it in 1978.
Jock and his wife Annie were the original
Station Stay managers and were responsible
for setting up the original tent and caravan
sites. Each feel a deep connection to this
remarkable landscape.
“I still tell people that part of my soul is
here,” Jock says nostalgically. “I remember
receiving a letter from a young girl who
had looked at the stars while she was
staying at Hamelin and she said it was
one of the nicest nights she’d ever had.
It’s moving to know that you’ve helped
people form such strong memories.”
Top: Musterer and manager of nearby Tamala Station,
Ron Reid, working with stock. Photo by Marie Lochman
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Thank you
Thank you to members of the Hamelin
Founder’s Circle for their generous support.
Thanks to the many supporters who have
generously donated to our work. For a full list
of In Memoriam and In Celebration donations,
please see bushheritage.org.au/thankyou

4

We gratefully acknowledge the Estates of
Geraldine Nicoll, Donald Stewart Houghton,
Jean Hopley, Marjorie Jean Lambert, Charles
Henri Roussac, Winifred Hazel Abernethy,
Maisie Alice Crowden, Nancy Kingsland,
Richard Oertel and Gwendoline Clarke-Seiler
We also thank family and friends of Rod Coats,
who donated in his memory; Lindy Davidson
who donated in memory of Toni May for her
lifetime work in conserving bush areas; and
Andrew Blackensee who donated in memory
of Mildred Mary Neumann.

2

1: Shark Bay. Photo by Jiri Lochman
2: Photo by Cineport Media
3: Thorny Devil. Photo by Greg Suosaari
4: Calandrinia polyandra. Photo by Jiri Lochman
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5: Hamelin has a long pastoral history.
Photo by Cineport Media

5

Bush Heritage is a not‑for‑profit organisation, funded entirely by donations from generous supporters like you.

Yes! I will help bring Hamelin back to life!
Title

First name

Last name

Date of birth   /   /   

Address					State

Postcode

Email			
Home phone			Mobile

I will give $
Card no.

/

 via:
/

/

/

/

/

/

Cardholder’s name			

/

/

Cheque/money order (enclosed)
/

/

/
Signature

All donations of $2 or more are tax‑deductible.

Please send me information about including a gift to Bush Heritage in my Will

WIN16NDM

Please return to: Bush Heritage Australia, Reply Paid 329, Flinders Lane VIC 8009
You can also donate online at: BushHeritage.org.au/donate
Our Privacy Policy is at BushHeritage.org.au/privacy It explains how we manage your personal information,
how you can access or correct it, how to opt out of receiving marketing material, and what to do if you
have a privacy complaint. If you don’t want to receive any communications from us, let us know by emailing
info@BushHeritage.org.au, freecalling 1300 628 873 (1800 NATURE) or writing to us care of the address above.

Visa
Expiry date

MasterCard
/

AMEX

Diners

