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Welcome  
to Liffey

The Oura Oura and Liffey River Reserves are both significant in 
Bush Heritage’s story. Located in Tasmania’s Liffey Valley, they are on 
the traditional lands of the Palawa/Tasmanian Aboriginal Community.

Bush Heritage acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the places in which we live, work and play.  We recognise the 
enduring relationships they have with their lands and waters, and we pay our respects to Elders, past and present. 

Liffey River 
105 hectares | Established 1991

Liffey River is the foundation reserve 
of Bush Heritage. It was purchased 
by Bob Brown to protect it from 
future logging and is now part of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage Area. 

Its conservation values include 
providing habitat for the Tasmanian 
Wedge-tailed eagle, Grey Goshawk, 
and Tasmanian Devil, all of which 
are endangered species.   

The reserve also contains areas of 
white gum forest (Eucalyptus viminalis), 
a critically endangered vegetation 
community. 

Oura Oura 
25 hectares | Established 2011 

Oura Oura, pronounced ‘Oora Oora’, 
is a Tasmanian Aboriginal name for 
the Yellow-tailed Black cockatoo.

Not a traditional nature reserve, 
Oura Oura is significant for its links 
with conservation in Australia. During 
the campaign to save the Franklin 
River, Bob Brown spent quiet time 
here thinking and writing. From 
Oura Oura he built the collateral 
required to achieve this massive 
conservation effort, this included 
media releases, letters to politicians, 
magazine articles and conducting 
integral planning sessions.  

  Oura Oura. Photo by Al Dermer   Pallid Cuckoo. Photo by Rebecca Spindler

Historically, significant meetings for 
the Wilderness Society, the Greens 
and Bush Heritage have occurred 
here. It still provides a quiet space 
for fresh thinking and renewal.

Bob Brown and his partner Paul 
Thomas have gifted Oura Oura to 
Bush Heritage and now you too can 
come here to reflect and be inspired.

Whilst conservation campaigns form 
part of Oura Oura’s recent history, 
the land has and continues to hold 
immense value for its Aboriginal 
Traditional Owners, in particular 
the Palawa/Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Community, who have cared for the 
land for tens of thousands of years. 



Oura Oura

Take your time,  
relax and renew…

Platypus are regularly seen in the 
river near the bridge. With patience, 
stillness and a touch of good luck 
you may be able to spot one! 

Perhaps bring a folding chair and 
relax by the river, the grassy area 
near the bridge is a tranquil spot 
to sit. Silver wattles will shade you 
on a hot summer’s day. If you have 
the time, take it; enjoy the peace, 
picnic, read a book and keep an 
eye out for a platypus.

Stroll around the reserve 
and reflect on the stories in 
the interpretation panels.

Activities

Deans Track to the summit 
of Taytitikithika (Drys Bluff) 
commences from Oura Oura 
but passes into the Tasmanian 
World Heritage Area after a short 
distance. A ten-minute walk 
up this track to the creek, then 
retracing your steps will give you 
a nice wander. But, please be 
warned, walking to the summit of 
the Bluff is a serious undertaking 
and recommended for 
experienced bushwalkers/hikers 
only. The six-hour return walk 
requires constant uphill climbing, 
some rocky, exposed climbs and 
leads into exposed alpine areas. 
Do not attempt to climb the Bluff 
without adequate experience, 
fitness and preparation.

  Superb Fairy Wren. Photo by Rebecca Spindler

  Sunrise over Drys Bluff (Taytitikitheeker). Photo by Amelia Caddy



Liffey River

Circuit Track 

There is a 3.5 km circuit walk taking 
you through cooling rainforest, open 
grassland, river flats and forested 
ridgelines. Allow about 90 minutes 
to enjoy at a gentle pace.

Generally dry underfoot, the walk 
has a gradual uphill climb followed 
by a descent. Along the walk, 
interpretation panels tell some 
of Bush Heritage’s history, from 
its beginnings at Liffey River to 
acquiring reserves for conservation 
across Australia.  

The Circuit Track walk starts 
slightly to the left of the Liffey 
Falls’ track carpark. Follow the 
sign ‘BHA 150 metres’ next to 
the ‘Road Closed’ sign. 

For a shorter walk, tackle the 
beginning or end sections of the 
circuit, where you’ll also avoid the hill.  
Each option is about 1.2 km return 
or shorter if you choose.

Short walk 1

Walk about the first 600 metres  
of the Circuit Track from the 
‘Road Closed’ sign. The track 
follows Pages Creek through 
temperate rainforest. 

Avoid the creek crossing by turning 
around at this point, or cross over 
via the stepping stones to join the 
boardwalk section where you’ll 
wander through open grassy river 
flats. Weather permitting, you 
should get views of the escarpment 
cliffs high above. After the 
boardwalk section, rather than 
continuing uphill on the Circuit 
Track, turn around and retrace 
your steps.  

Short walk 2

Start the Circuit Track at its ‘end’ 
and walk along Pages Creek until the 
track climbs uphill from the creek, 
about 700 metres. Mark this as your 
turnaround point and retrace your 
steps back to the trailhead. This is a 
lovely section of the track that takes 
you along the forested river flats. 
There are several wooden bench seats 
to relax on beside the creek. Watch the 
bush, read a book, listen to the birds…

To commence this short walk, you 
need to find the ‘end’ of the circuit 
walk. Go to the first picnic area on 
your left after driving into the PWS 
reserve. A discreet, unsigned foot 
track commences in the bush here. 
You will know you’re in the right 
place when, after a short distance you 
cross Pages Creek on stepping stones.

If doing the whole Circuit Track, 
start at the trailhead described 
above, as this will give you a 
chronological experience of the 
interpretation panels. 

  Liffey River. Photo by Peter Morris

  Liffey River. Photo by Amelia Caddy



Pets
Pets are not permitted.

Campfires
Not permitted  
at either reserve.

Facilities
Composting toilets available 
at Oura Oura. No toilets 
on Liffey River Reserve. 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
(PWS) operate the adjacent 
lower Liffey Falls Reserve 
campground, it has bush 
toilets and picnic tables.

Camping
There is no camping at either 
of the Bush Heritage reserves. 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
(PWS) operate the adjacent 
lower Liffey Falls Reserve 
campground, it has bush 
camping with car access.

Drinking water
Water is not available at either 
of the reserves. Ensure you 
bring your own water whilst 
visiting. Do not drink the 
creek or river water.

Fuel and supplies
Readily available at 
nearby towns.

Advised time
Four hours is adequate 
time to visit both reserves. 
Depending on your schedule, 
your visit may be shorter 
or longer. Grab picnic 
supplies from a nearby town 
to happily relax and have a 
nice day out in the bush. 

When to visit
These reserves are open to 
the public for day visits all 
year round. For your safety 
avoid visiting during extreme 
weather conditions, including 
days of high fire danger or 
during heavy rainfalls, as the 
creeks and rivers are subject 
to flooding.

Clothing and gear
Tasmanian weather regularly 
brings ‘four seasons in 
one day’. You will need a 
waterproof coat, clothing 
that can be layered to suit 
conditions, light-weight 
boots or sturdy walking 
shoes and sun protection.

Avoid wearing cotton or 
denim fabric as they don’t 
stay warm and are slow to 
dry once wet.

A walking pole might assist 
some, especially for stability 
on the creek crossings at 
Liffey River. A day pack 
makes it easy to carry extra 
clothing and supplies.

Hazards
Beware - Large stepping 
stones are used at two creek 
crossings on the walking 
track at Liffey River Reserve. 
Do not cross any creek 
if it is flooding, or if you 
are unsteady on your feet. 
The walking bridge access 
to Oura Oura is subject to 
occasional flooding. Both 
these waterways can become 
unsafe and unpredictable 
after rain. 

Don’t risk your safety.

Bushfires
In summer, be alert for 
current bushfire information. 
Relevant announcements are 
regularly made on ABC radio 
(91.7 FM). The Tasmania 
Police website will advise of 
any road closures.

Emergency help
Mobile phone coverage in 
the area is limited with no 
coverage at either reserve. 
Always advise someone of 
your intended plans before 
heading into the bush, 
and when visiting remote 
areas consider carrying 
a PLB beacon. 

Children
Children to be supervised 
carefully at all times, 
especially around water.

Enjoy your visit



Getting there

The reserves are less than an hour’s 
drive from Launceston, Westbury 
or Deloraine. Travel from Bracknell 
or Westbury to road C513 which 
will lead you to both reserves. 
Oura Oura can be reached by sealed 
roads. There are four kilometres of 
unsealed road when travelling from 
Oura Oura to Liffey River. Alternate 
routes are via the Highland Lakes 
Road (A5) and several options from 
the Deloraine area, all of which 
involve some unsealed sections.

Oura Oura  
is reached by travelling on road 
C513 for about 1.6 kilometres after 
the road crosses the Liffey River. 

Large vertical timber poles with 
Oura Oura engraved announce 
your arrival at the reserve. 

There is a parking area beside 
the road.

Liffey River Reserve  
is a further 6 kilometres along 
the C513 from Oura Oura and is 
accessed from the Tasmanian Parks 
and Wildlife Service (PWS) managed 
lower Liffey Falls carpark and 
camping area. 

Note: it may be closed on occasion 
due to national park management.
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Bush Heritage Australia
Bush Heritage Australia is a national non-profit organisation that 
buys and manages land to protect our irreplaceable landscapes 
and magnificent native species forever.

We buy land that has outstanding conservation values and reconnect 
fragmented landscapes to protect habitat for wildlife. 

In addition, we partner with Aboriginal people and agricultural 
landowners to achieve conservation outcomes. 

Key Stats

Working across 11.3+  
million hectares  

Protecting 226+  
endangered species

Preserving 6700+  
native species  

BUSH HERITAGE AUSTRALIA

T:  1300 NATURE (1300 628 873)
E:  info@bushheritage.org.au 
W:  www.bushheritage.org.au

Follow us on our socials

Care for  
the Bush
We can all lend a hand by taking all 
rubbish home, keeping to tracks and 
not polluting the waterways.

Other ways you can help Bush 
Heritage continue its effort to 
protect irreplaceable landscapes 
and native species include making 
donations, a gift in your will 
or volunteering. 


