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Quest for the
northern quoll
High up on the rocky sandstone range
of Carnarvon Station Reserve, a dozen
cameras wait like silent sentinels. Activated
by movement, they snap away at the
furred, scaled and feathered creatures
that happen by: busy little pebble mound
mice, an inquisitive rock rat, slow-moving
freckled monitors, dingoes and flighty
bronze‑wing pigeons.
While these images are wonderfully
affirming that years of careful conservation
management on Carnarvon Station is
providing sanctuary for our irreplaceable
native animals, the cameras are there to
record the presence of a particularly rare
and elusive mammal: the northern quoll.

Autumn 2015
BushHeritage.org.au

Like many of Australia’s smaller mammals,
the nationally endangered northern quoll
has suffered an alarming decline in numbers
over the last 200 years. Widespread habitat
destruction and degradation, more frequent
and hotter fires, feral predators like cats and
foxes, and possibly disease, have all taken
their toll. However, the northern quoll’s
decline has been particularly sharp in places
invaded by cane toads.
About the size of a small cat, the feisty and
carnivorous northern quoll eats insects, but
it will also hunt the occasional frog. When a
northern quoll happens across a cane toad
it will normally bite the back of its neck –
where the cane toad’s toxins are exuded.

Northern quoll.
Photo Lochman Transparencies.

The northern quoll has little or no
resistance to these toxins, and populations
tend to rapidly disappear in a particular
area soon after cane toads arrive.
Continued on page 3
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Masthead (top): These zigzag tracks are tunnels made by
the larvae of the scribbly gum moth (Ogmograptis scribula).
Photo Peter Waters.

Below: Fulbright presentation night, Annette Stewart and
US Ambassador John Berry, with Paul Murnane (Chair) and
Amy Lyden (CEO) of Australian Scholarships Foundation.
Centre: Healthy Landscape Manager Luke Bayley and
Executive Manager West David Whitelaw flank Fulbright
scholarship recipient Annette Stewart at
presentation night. Photos Dave Whitelaw.
Far right: CEO, Gerard O’Neill. Photo Peter Morris.

From the CEO

Bush Heritage Australia
Who we are

In the area of conservation reporting we’ve
taken a leadership role in working with the
Conservation Measures Partnership, which
includes organisations such as The Nature
Conservancy and WWF, to help implement
and further develop the Open Standards
for the Practice of Conservation.

You’ll read about the northern quoll and other
vulnerable animals like the plains‑wanderer
among the stories in this edition. Over 25
years we’ve been working to protect Australia’s
biodiversity, relying on the generous support
of everyday Australians who recognise the
intrinsic value of protecting nature.

In this context, it was fantastic to see one
of our staff, Annette Stewart, recognised
recently with the 2015 Fulbright Professional
Scholarship in Non-Profit Leadership.

I believe most Australians don’t want to
accept the degradation of important habitats
or to leave future generations without the
magical experience of time spent exploring
in the bush, which we’ve all enjoyed. I believe
we can choose whether or not we accept this
and Bush Heritage will be working as hard
as we can to prevent the decline continuing.

Annette’s work is in systems development,
business development and process
improvement. She has been critical to
helping us implement the open standards
and to managing the supporting Miradi
software, which helps us plan, implement
and monitor our conservation work.
This scholarship recognises her as a leader
in her field and she now has the chance to
travel to America and spend time with the
Conservation Measures Partnership.
During the stay her focus will be on the
barriers facing conservation groups who
want to implement similar systems, which
has the potential to affect conservation
globally! We’re very proud of the impact
she’s having.
Meanwhile, we’re still very much focused on
work to be done right here in Australia and
it’s sobering to reflect that almost 80 years
after the death of the last Tasmanian Tiger in
captivity (in 1936), the same sad fate is still
threatening several more iconic native species.
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Of course, we rely on the generosity of
like-minded Australians, so I hope you
support our choice and get behind our
current campaign. We can’t continue the
monitoring and habitat protection work
that we do without ongoing support.
It’s not the case every autumn, but this year
it feels like we’re entering 2015 with the
wind in our sails. As you’ll read, we’ve been
grateful for unexpected summer rains in
most parts of the country that helped see
us through the long summer.
As the cooler weather approaches we’re
looking forward to sharing some exciting
conservation developments with you in
the year ahead!

Cheers,
Gerard O’Neill, Chief Executive

Bush Heritage Australia is a
leading conservation organisation,
protecting millions of hectares of
ecologically important land for the
benefit of nature and all Australians.

Why we’re successful
It’s our way of working that makes
Bush Heritage Australia so successful
– and makes us optimistic that we
can expand our great conservation
work to meet the challenges ahead:
• We pursue non‑confrontational,
pragmatic solutions to
conservation challenges.
• We work closely with our neighbours
in each community and share the
outcomes and knowledge gained
for the benefit of all.
• Everything we do is informed by
good science – aided by our staff
ecologists and science partners.
• We have almost 30,000 (and
growing) committed supporters
who enable us to work on a scale
that matters and to implement
solutions that endure.
• We partner with Aboriginal
communities, other land owners,
non‑profits, businesses and
governments, because we
know that by working together
we can achieve so much more.
• We buy land, and invest in
our partnerships and our
growing number of supporters.
Our mission is for the benefit
of all Australians, forever.

Left: Northern quoll (Dasyurus hallucatus).
Copyright Frank Woerle / AUSCAPE. All rights reserved.
Below: The Cane toad is implicated in the demise
of northern quolls and many other species.
Photo Cathy Zwick.

Continued from cover

“Northern quolls can survive
without water most of the year,
but they need good access to
it during the breeding season.”

Introduced into Australia in 1935, cane
toads have rapidly spread across Queensland,
and more recently into the Northern
Territory. They are now one of the most
abundant vertebrates in northern Australia, “Last year on Carnarvon Station, we
and are found in nearly every habitat.
brought in some specially trained quoll
sniffer
dogs to see if they could track
This means there are now only isolated
down
breeding
areas using their scent,”
places – like high up on central
says
Murray.
Queensland’s Carnarvon Range – where
the northern quoll can live and safely breed
in a relatively cane toad-free environment.
Murray Haseler is an Ecologist with Bush
Heritage. He’s spent a good deal of his
professional career working in and around
the Carnarvon Range, where Carnarvon
Station Reserve is located.
“It’s ideal habitat up there for the northern
quoll: shrubby and ‘bouldery’ with plenty
of cover from feral predators. It’s flat
enough for water to pool, but not really
enough to support any large numbers of
cane toads.
“Northern quolls can survive without
water most of the year, but they need good
access to it during the breeding season
(a synchronised two-week period usually
between May and July) when the females
are lactating.”
Temporary rocky pools are enough for the
quolls but may not be enough for the toad.
The wet years recently may have had the
quolls knocked back to their highest refuges,
the dry ones likely to follow now may see
them gain some ground back.
It’s likely that a number of northern
quoll populations are surviving on the
Carnarvon Range, and one or two of them
may actually be on Carnarvon Station.

“We worked them in the general area where
we had the last confirmed northern quoll
sighting, with positive indications, so this is
where we’ve set up more cameras to get the
corroborating evidence we need.”
To improve the odds of catching a northern
quoll on camera, Murray has set up small
‘bait holders’ – boxes (that curious animals
can’t open) filled with peanut butter, honey,
oats and fish oil.

Help save our
threatened natives
We need ongoing support to protect
small, native mammals, such as the
northern quoll, from disappearing
for good.
Donate today at:
BushHeritage.org.au/donate

Checking and moving the movementactivated cameras and collecting the images
is a time-consuming exercise in rugged
habitats scattered through high hills.
The best areas are away from tracks
and can only be accessed on foot.
But as Murray is very keen to point out,
all the effort is worth it.
“If we can confirm a breeding population
up there, we’re really getting somewhere.
We can start observing them and
understanding what’s working for
them, and what might be adversely
affecting them.”
“Once we have some answers, then we can
start to do something to really help them.”
Carnarvon Station Reserve was acquired in 2001 with
the assistance of the Australian Government under the
Natural Heritage Trust’s National Reserve System
Program, and an anonymous donor.

Top of column: During the Bush Blitz visit in 2014,
Carnarvon Reserve Manager Chris Wilson and BHP
employee Ellen Couchman set up a sensor camera,
watched by ecologist Murray Haseler.
Photo Alison Wilson.
Above: Rocky outcrops on Carnarvon are ideal habitat
for the northern quoll. Photo Wayne Lawler / EcoPix.
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Right: Our ecologist Angela Sanders (left) with botanist
Libby Sandiford. Photo Jessica Wyld Photography.
Below: A large and healthy population of the rare
poison pea (Gastrolobium humile) was found on
Monjebup in Spring 2014. Photo Libby Sandiford.

Dirt poor but rich in diversity
Ecologist Angela Sanders has been
working on our Gondwana Link properties
in the Fitz-Stirling region of Western
Australia for ten years. Monjebup Reserve
is exceptionally rich in plant species and,
in a twist of logic, poor soil (that is, low
in nutrients, especially nitrogen and
phosphorous) is one of the reasons.
Over the past two springs flora surveys
have been done on Monjebup, and a
neighbouring property in the Gondwana
Link project – Yarraweyah Falls.
Over 12 field days botanist Libby Sandiford
and several volunteers covered around
1,200 hectares and identified 570 native
plant species.
When we compared the species richness
to the adjacent and well-surveyed Stirling
Range and Fitzgerald River National Parks
it was obvious we had a gem.
Included in the amazing results were 15
plant species of conservation significance
including a large and healthy population
of the rare poison pea Gastrolobium humile
and an unnamed she-oak species found
across the reserves.
The most common plant family found was
the myrtle with 87 species, including 25
melaleuca and 22 eucalypts. The area is also
famous for proteaceae and we found an
exceptional 47 species including 14 hakea
and 13 banksias.
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Libby also found that almost 25% of the
species identified were at, or beyond, their
known range limits.
These properties sit at the junction of two
major geological formations (the Yilgarn
Block and the Marine Sedimentary Plain)
and three biogeographic regions, which
means there is a mosaic of soil types that
have not been disturbed for millions of years.

Starting from scratch
Our biggest challenge, given this species
diversity, has been achieving a similar mix
while revegetating cleared areas.
We’ve just completed revegetation work on
the final 150 hectares of Monjebup North
with encouraging results.
Four seed mixes were used, which included
seed from 113 species as well as 18,850
seedlings that will eventually result in four
different vegetation systems across the
150 hectare area.
Monitoring the success of direct seeding
involves crawling on hands and knees
counting tiny, newly germinated plants –
you need a good eye and a lot of persistence!
Simon Smale (Healthy Landscape Manager)
and Jack Mercer (contractor) recently
counted plants along transects in the
2014 planting, and we were pleased with
a germination rate of 40,000 stems per
hectare and most species represented.

Ongoing monitoring of the 2012 restoration
is also showing promising results with
bird and mammal species slowly returning
to take advantage of the productive and
vigorous new native vegetation.
Our next steps include mapping the
vegetation types on Monjebup and
Yarraweyah – not an easy task to say the
least! We’ll continue to monitor restored
areas of Monjebup North and plan to
survey the flora of our recent acquisition,
Monjebup Creek, this spring. Can’t wait
to see what that will uncover!

Low nutrient soils
The super species diversity of arid
shrublands that occur in Western
Australia and southern Africa is only
equalled by tropical rainforests.
Neither system is particularly easy
to live in. In fact, they owe their
diversity to critically low levels of soil
nutrients. In fertile soils the fastest
growing and spreading plants often
take over and limit competition.
There’s a great summary video
on our website:
BushHeritage.org.au/dirtpoor
Generous support for the acquisition of this property was
provided by the Australian Government under the Natural
Heritage Trust’s National Reserve System Program
(Monjebup Reserve) and The Nature Conservancy’s
David Thomas Challenge (Monjebup North Reserve).

Left: Male plains-wanderer (Pedionomus torquatus).
Copyright Ian Montgomery, birdway.com.au
Below: Two Euros having a territorial stoush were
among images captured by the new remote cameras
on Boolcoomatta.

New feral monitoring data
Standing less than 20cm tall the quail‑like
plains‑wanderer relies on blending into
native grasslands for its survival. If startled
it will run at first – its flight has been
described as ‘ponderous’ – but its best
defence is camouflage and it will hide
at the first sign of disturbance.
In conservation circles this endemic bird is
globally significant. Being the only species
in its family – Pedionomidae – it sits alone
on its own branch of the evolutionary
tree. The last few years have seen a massive
decline in numbers, and it’s been ranked
fourth amongst birds worldwide for
combined evolutionary distinctness and
extinction risk.

“Anecdotally we haven’t seen
a fox on Boolcoomatta for
over six years.”
“We’ve just started collecting data” explains
Healthy Landscape Manager Glen Norris.
“At this stage we’re just confirming the
presence or absence of certain species.”
“Anecdotally we haven’t seen a fox on
Boolcoomatta for over six years, which we
can attribute to eight years of intensive
aerial and ground baiting,” he said. “With
this monitoring we’ll collect data to
understand feral movements more broadly.
Bon Bon is over 200,000 hectares, so with
such sheer size we need data to support an
efficient, evidence-based approach to feral
animal control.

“Despite appearances it’s a closer relative
of gulls and shore birds than quails,”
explains Ecologist Sandy Gilmore. “The
An incredible 60 per cent of mammals have
South American seedsnipe – a plant-eating
been lost in the broader South Australian
shorebird – is its closest relative and it’s
arid rangelands since European settlement.
thought the bird’s evolution could trace
back 60 million years to when Australia was
“Cats and foxes are just extremely generalist
connected to South America and Antartica.”
predators,” explains Sandy. “They’ll eat
just about anything they can get in their
Our Boolcoomatta Reserve in South
mouths. The larger animals that would
Australia’s arid rangelands is an important
have had slower reproductive rates are
site for the plains‑wanderer, providing
mostly the ones to have disappeared. The
critical drought refuge habitat when
survivors have bred fast enough to persist.”
conversion of grasslands to cropping and
grazing has reduced its range elsewhere.
The new program uses 20 remote sensor
cameras on each reserve. They were put
A new long-term monitoring program
out last year for two months and the two
using remote infra-red cameras on both
cameras getting the most action were left
Boolcoomatta and our Bon Bon Reserve
out over summer, shaded with wooden
will help protect such vulnerable natives
structures to protect them.
from feral foxes and cats.

Results were encouraging, with minimal
ferals recorded, however Glen Norris found
out he had a few pigs and sheep that have
now been removed. In exciting news, no
foxes have been recorded on Boolcoomatta
so far!
The establishment of a partnership last year
– The South Australian Rangelands Alliance
– with Arid Recovery allows Bush Heritage
to move towards trial reintroduction
programs for some small mammals.
Ecologist Dr Aaron Fenner was appointed
to a role working across both our South
Australian properties and Arid Recovery’s
nearby reserve, where four threatened
mammals – the greater bilby, burrowing
bettong, western barred bandicoot and
greater stick nest rat – have all been
successfully reintroduced within a
fenced area.
“We’d love to reintroduce some of those
back onto Boolcoomatta,” said Glen.
“Obviously within a fenced area it’s easier to
control feral predators, but the Holy Grail
is to re-establish viable populations outside
fenced enclosures.”
This Feral Monitoring Program has been generously
sponsored by the Letcombe Trust.
Bon Bon Station Reserve was acquired in 2008 with
the help of the Australian Government under the Natural
Heritage Trust’s National Reserve System Program, the
Government of South Australia and the Besen Family
Foundation. Boolcoomatta Reserve was acquired in
2006 with help from the Australian Government under
the Natural Heritage Trust’s National Reserve System
Program and the Nature Foundation SA.
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Briefs from the blog
BushHeritage.org.au/blog

Your support makes a difference in so many ways.
Our blog will help you to stay in touch with what’s happening
around Australia. To receive regular updates subscribe
to email bulletins at BushHeritage.org.au/enews or
follow us on social media.

Did you know?
This pearl bluebush (Maireana
sedifolia), which only grows
around a metre tall, can
live over 150 years! Botany
Masters student Kate
Cranney spent some time
at Boolcoomatta in South
Australia’s arid rangelands
and has posted about some
of the botanical wonders
on Boolcoomatta Reserve.

Burrowing bees
Ecologist Vanessa Westcott spotted a colony of native
burrowing bees at Eurardy in Western Australia. Female
bees hover above burrow entrances to find their own,
then drop and dig (see our blog for videos of bees in action).
At the bottom of the burrow they stockpile nectar and
pollen and deposit their eggs. The larvae dig their way to
the surface the following spring. At Charles Darwin Reserve,
volunteers spotted a different type of burrowing bee that
often builds turrets around burrows, biting and softening
the soil with liquid from their mouths.
A burrowing bee, most likely Amegilla paracalva, at Charles Darwin Reserve.
Photo Geoff Corrick.

The pearl bluebush (Maireana sedifolia). Photo Kate Cranney.

Drysdale Primary fundraising projects
We recently had the pleasure of meeting Remi and
Beau Pierson Cooper from Drysdale Primary school on
the Bellarine Peninsula in Victoria. They dropped in to
the Melbourne office with their mother, Linda, to pass
on a donation and show us the incredible nature projects
the Grade 5 classes had done to fundraise for us!
Beau and Remi. Photo Craig Allen.

A New Year to remember
Volunteer Justin Kell and his wife YiQing spent their New Year
at our Yourka Reserve in far north Queensland. Expecting an
isolated retreat they soon found themselves part of a much
bigger group as lightning strikes brought fires to the property.
Our Reserve Managers returned from holidays, along with
fire crews and the camaraderie made for a memorable stay.

Wild weather
On our Charles Darwin
Reserve in WA, Healthy
Landscape Manager
Luke Bayley and his family
had to contend with extreme
heat over summer as well
as frequent thunderstorms
and wild weather.
Lightning strikes caused
an 800 hectare fire and
also knocked out power
on the remote reserve.

Carp – can’t beat ’em? Eat ’em!
The Upper Murrumbidgee Demonstration Reach, which
works in partnerships with our Scottsdale Reserve, has
continued its assault on carp in the river. At the recent
launch of the Feral Fish Scan app, local restaurant A Baker
succeeded in creating delicious Scottsdale carp canapes!
Carp Canapes. Photo Antia Brademann.

Luke Bayley surveys burnt areas. Photo Richard Hamilton.
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Right: Brush tailed phascogales like to use a
number of tree hollows over consecutive nights.
Copyright Frank Woerle / Auscape. All rights reserved.
Below: Natural understory, Tarcutta Hills Reserve, NSW.
Photo Wayne Lawler / Ecopix.

Growing pains
Victoria Clark, a Masters student at the
Australian National University, has been
researching tree density and habitat
quality at Tarcutta Hills Reserve in
New South Wales.
The forestry industry has long used
thinning techniques to manipulate
tree growth and height but thinning as
a conservation practice is a relatively
new idea that could help restore some
disturbed areas.
Grassy white box woodlands were once
prolific along the western slopes of the
Great Dividing Range. More than 90%
have been cleared for crops and grazing
and they now exist in small, fragmented
and often degraded patches.
Bush Heritage’s Tarcutta Hills Reserve
contains one of the largest remaining
remnants of grassy white box woodland
and provides important habitat for
threatened species such as swift parrots
and diamond firetails.
When cleared forests and woodlands
regenerate naturally, saplings often grow
back in high densities, locked in competition
for light, water and nutrients. With limited
room, the saplings struggle to develop into
mature trees, remaining thin and unable
to form large branches. It can take over a
century to naturally develop the structural
diversity, fallen timber and tree hollows
so important for habitat.

8
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Victoria Clark
Masters student,
Australian National
University

When Bush Heritage purchased Tarcutta
Hills Reserve in the 1990s around a
third of the property had been cleared.
The regenerating woodlands and forests
have sections with very dense tree regrowth.
My research looked at whether thinning
could improve habitat quality in densely
treed native forests and woodlands –
Tarcutta was an ideal testing ground.
I visited regularly over a three-month
period, assessing habitat on 24 sites, and
comparing it with the needs of local native
species. I used straightforward methods
so volunteers could continue the study
and collect long-term data. In each plot
I counted the trees and hollows, measured
tree diameters, vegetation cover, and the
amount of fallen timber.
The shedding of large branches is
important for creating hollows, and in
eucalypts this can take 120 years to begin.
Fallen branches (and trunks) also provide
habitat for numerous species of fungi
and invertebrates as well as hollows for
ground‑dwelling mammals.
Tree hollows in a variety of sizes are
important. For example brush-tailed
phascogales use a number of different
hollows (around 4cm in diameter) over
consecutive nights whereas barking owls
prefer hollows with an average diameter
of 28cm – only found in large, mature trees.
Nesting boxes can help some species over
the short-term, but can’t meet the needs
of all animals.

“The shedding of large branches
is important for creating hollows,
and in eucalypts this can take
120 years to begin.”
My results showed that the regenerating
areas on Tarcutta had much higher
densities of small-diameter trees and very
few medium or large ones compared with
undisturbed areas. Competition between
these thinner trees appears to be slowing
their rate of growth, which will affect time
taken to form large hollows.
This is a relatively new area of conservation
research and the next step would be to
conduct tree thinning trials in regenerating
areas. These could tell us whether we can
speed up the growth of the remaining trees
to increase the structural diversity and
habitat quality of these woodlands.
Generous support for the acquisition of this property
was provided by the Australian Government under
the National Reserve System Program.
Above: Southern boobook (Ninox novaeseelandiae), flying
to nest at night. Copyright Michael Maconachie/AUSCAPE.
All rights reserved.

Seedlings pushing up through parched
earth at Naree Station. Photo Sue Akers.

Summer rains
During welcome January rains Reserve
Managers from around the country posted
images on our blog of wonderful flows
and new life emerging.
From our Bon Bon Reserve, in the driest
region of South Australia, over 48mm of
soaking rain fell in five days. That’s not a lot
if you’re from the coast or the tropics and
not enough to flow the creeks and fill the
salt lakes. But enough to cool things down
and create some big puddles along the
creeks and in the clay pans.
For context, 48mm is about a third of
the average annual rainfall for the area.
Chiming wedgebills resumed their calls and
the one and only frog species (a burrowing
frog of course) could be heard enjoying
conditions.
On Cravens Peak, on the edge of the
Simpson Desert in Queensland, over 66mm
fell in six days, including a torrential 47mm
in just three hours. Coolibah Waterhole
was filled and Lignum Swamp, which runs
from the homestead to Coolibah Waterhole,
came alive. Birdlife was quick to arrive.
Dust storms, intense heat, thunderstorms
and gentle rain all visited Naree, on the
floodplains of north-west New South
Wales over January, but it also enjoyed the
flow-on effect of rain further north. Up in
Queensland, at the very top of the Warrego
catchment in the Carnarvon Ranges, over
500km away, rain fell back in November
and December last year.

It wasn’t enough to create
a pulsing wetland just yet –
but enough to entice us with
dreams of what 2015
might bring.
Creeping water had been slowly filling dry
creek beds and making its way down for
several weeks, heading for the Darling River
near Bourke.
The small, silent flow reached Naree
in mid-January, along the Cuttaburra
Creek, filling the parched stream bed and
waterholes over several days. It was the
first flow from the Warrego River into
Cuttaburra for three years.
It was enough for water to trickle into
some unexpected places. The Back Creek
Swamp is a secluded spot where, in the
right conditions, rising water from the
Cuttaburra takes a back-route through
tiny channels to join the massive Yantabulla
Swamp to Naree’s west.
Waterbirds were found feeding and
woodlands around the swamp were
alive with all kinds of birds, insects
and other creatures.
It’s wasn’t enough water to create a pulsing
wetland – but enough to entice us with
dreams of what 2015 might bring.

Top: Coolibah Waterhole. Photo Linda Welldon.
Centre: Chiming wedgebill (Psophodes occidentalis).
Copyright FLPA / AUSCAPE All rights reserved.
Bottom: Reserve Manager Mike Chuk and his dogs
splash through Homestead Creek at Bon Bon.
Photo Julia Harris.
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Right: Fig tree. Photo Wayne Lawler / EcoPix.
Below: Denise Krake under a flowering Dendrobium
speciosum on Brogo reserve. Photo Graeme Krake.

The volunteers next door
Twenty years ago, when Bush Heritage
supporters helped to purchase and protect
beautiful Brogo Reserve, little did we
know that two very firm friends of the
organisation – and future volunteers –
lived just next door.

It’s valuable for birds, providing nectar to
a range of species and attracting insects –
but must be controlled. The area also has
outbreaks of blackberry, tiger pear and
prickly pear. Tiger pear in particular takes
a stronger foothold on the rockier, sandier
disturbed sites on top of rocky outcrops.

“There are no boundary fences
there and a lot of collaboration.”
So what has motivated Denise to spend
time over 20 years protecting creatures
like the sooty owl and the long-nosed
bandicoot that rely on Brogo Reserve
as their habitat?

Denise and Graeme Krake know all about
the labour of love that is conservation in
“The tiger pear is a really nasty weed that just
the Australian bush, having lived on their
gets stuck in the animals’ faces or legs and is “I don’t know,” she says. “It’s just in me,
41 hectare property near Bega in NSW, for
easily spread around,” she said. “We just go
I suppose.”
21 years. But ever since a phone call in 1994, down there with our buckets and tongs to
Her love of the land is evident in the way
they’ve been even busier.
collect it, and you just relax and enjoy the
she talks about it. “We’re on the coastal
environment while you’re there.”
“A neighbour of ours rang and said, ‘Guess
fringe with mountains all around us. It’s
what? Bush Heritage has bought the
“We find that drowning tiger pear in a
really fabulous.”
property next door’. And I said, ‘Oh,
bucket of water breaks the cactus down
“There’s quite a mixture of vegetation
how wonderful!’” Denise was rapt. “I’d
very quickly, disintegrating the pulp
because it’s steep so there’s deep gullies and
worked at Healesville Sanctuary (outside
(so there are no seeds) and we can then
a
lot of outcrops of rock. We’ve got warm
of Melbourne) for 12 years and a couple
put it in the compost bin,” she said.
temperate rainforest, dry rainforest and
of us from work had fundraised for Bush
“We concentrate on the area we can easily
there’s Brogo wet vine forest. There’s a little
Heritage in the past, so I was excited.”
access from our house. Another neighbour,
creek
at the start of the water catchment,
David Ubrihien, drives down the river track
That phone call was the beginning of a
which
goes down, through the Bush
and monitors down there.”
long-standing partnership with Denise
Heritage reserve and down to Brogo River.”
and Graeme that’s been hugely beneficial
Peter Saunders, Healthy Landscape
“It’s beautiful.”
for the wombats, wallabies, kangaroos
Manager in south east NSW, considers
and over 100 bird species that rely on
the contribution of volunteers, neighbours
the reserve for habitat.
and community groups that gather
Volunteering opportunities
around our reserves as invaluable.
As well as Brogo’s sprawling community
Neighbours and community groups
of river sheoaks, gossamer wattle and
“We’re always looking at conservation on
play an important part in helping
basket grass, however, are numerous,
a landscape scale and in that context it
to look after each of our reserves.
persistent weeds.
helps enormously to have neighbours
To find out more about our community
onside,” he explained. “On Brogo three
“My god, how quickly it takes off!” says
engagement and volunteering
of the neighbours have conservation
Denise, of Bursaria spinosa – a native that
programs visit:
covenants on their own properties so there
spreads quickly forming a dense growth
BushHeritage.org.au/volunteers
are no boundary fences there and a lot
that can be invasive and weedy.
of collaboration.”
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Thank you
Thanks to the many supporters who
have generously donated to our work.

In memoriam
Anne Hall donated on the passing of
her mother Leonie Voorhoeve, who was
a long-time supporter and had requested
donations in lieu of flowers. Michael and
Catherine Clarke gave us a gift in memory
of a colleague, Susan Clark. Julie Duel
donated in memory of her husband
John and Geraldine Hambrook donated
in memory of Simon Cook. Jenny Stokes
donated in memory of Babs Ethel Craven
of Kaleen and John Beal made a donation
in memory of Paul Offor.

In celebration
David and Simone Bowskill in front of Dome Rock on Boolcoomatta Reserve last year. Photo Bec Passlow.

Living lightly

Lawrence Johnson donated towards our
reserves on behalf of his granddaughters
Phoebe and Miranda Bowen. Patrishka
Owen made a donation as a Christmas
present to her husband.

Bequests
Simone Bowskill and her husband David are
nature lovers living on a one acre bush block
in Wentworth Falls, among the beautiful
Blue Mountains of New South Wales.
When they arrived in 1984 they fell in
love with the north-facing block and its
breathtaking view. Over ten years they
gradually built their home. “We had a builder
start if off, then we took it from there,” said
Simone. “David was a TAFE teacher at the
time, so he built it in the school holidays.”
Retired since 1998, Simone was a landscape
architect, involved in parks around Sydney.
“We chose the plants according to the
nature of the site,” she said, “using some
indigenous and some exotic plants.”
Simone now has Parkinson’s disease, which
has slowed her movements and speech,
but hasn’t stopped her connecting with
nature or dampened her determination
to see it protected.
She’s still involved with plants through
volunteer nursery work at the Blue
Mountains Conservation Society.

Bush Heritage Australia
Level 1, 395 Collins Street
PO Box 329 Flinders Lane
Melbourne, VIC 8009
T: 1300 NATURE (1300 628 873)
T: (03) 8610 9100
F: (03) 8610 9199
E: info@BushHeritage.org.au
W: BushHeritage.org.au

It was there that she first heard of
Bush Heritage Australia.
As supporters David and Simone joined a
tour of our remote Boolcoomatta Reserve
in South Australia last year, where Reserve
Manager Glen Norris presented our work.
There was no part of the visit that Simone
didn’t participate in, simply taking her time.
She described the experience as ‘spectacular’,
loved Glenn’s dedication and now enjoys
getting updates from the reserve.
Having supported Bush Heritage for several
years, Simone and David are now confirmed
bequest supporters, planning to leave a
gift in their wills. “The environment is at
our heart and we feel it’s our responsibility
to put something back,” she explains.
“As white Australians we have done so
much damage to the environment.”

We gratefully acknowledge the estate of
Ruth Devenney. We also recently received
a final donation from the estate of Moira
Whiteside who was typical of so many of
our supporters. Moria loved the Australian
bush and therefore the work of Bush
Heritage. She was a keen bird observer,
bush regenerator, bush walker and former
champion orienteer who was concerned
that our national heritage was at risk.
Moira realised that the best way to retain
important bushland was through joint
efforts and Bush Heritage gave her a way
to contribute. Moira was not a large donor,
but when large numbers of small donors
contribute, they can have a major impact.
Swainsona (a herbaceous pea) on Boolcoomatta Reserve.
Photo Rebecca Passlow.

“We have two daughters who agree with our
sentiments,” she said. “It’s very hard – even
if you’re committed to living lightly – to
avoid impacting the environment. That’s
why we support Bush Heritage.”

ABN 78 053 639 115
Contributors: Lucy Ashley, Victoria Clark,
Bron Willis, Matt Appleby, Angela Sanders.

This publication uses 100% post‑consumer
waste recycled fibre, made with a carbon
neutral manufacturing process, using
vegetable‑based inks.
Design by iconinc.com.au
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Left: Western grey kangaroo. Above: Rufous songlark at Nardoo.
Photos Peter Morris.

A day at Nardoo
This Spring we’ll be running a guided
tour of our Nardoo Hills reserves, which
protect temperate woodlands outside of
Wedderburn in Victoria.

All this clearing has led to a dramatic drop
in bird populations, and when you add
in the drier climatic conditions that are
causing even some of the existing trees to
die back on reserve, it’s a harrowing picture.
It’s possible even common birds such as
the red wattlebird, spotted pardolate and
rufous whistler are in trouble, making
conservation areas like Nardoo all the
more important.

Nardoo, a collection of four reserves, just
a few hours north of Melbourne, protects
woodland bird habitat – including grassy
box woodland and box ironbark forest.
The reserves support over 100 bird species,
including the swift parrot, hooded robin,
diamond firetail, crested bellbird and
crested shrike‑tit.
Beyond enjoying some bird watching and
admiring massive, mature yellow box trees
there’s a really interesting story to discover
at Nardoo, and Victorian Reserve Manager
Jeroen Van Veen is looking forward to
talking supporters through it.

Cravens Peak and Ethabuka Reserves (Qld)
Monday 20 to Friday 24 July 2015
Bon Bon Station Reserve (SA)
Monday 24 to Friday 28 August 2015
Naree Station Reserve (NSW)
Friday 11 to Sunday 13 Sep 2015
Nardoo Hills Reserves (Vic)
Sunday 11 October 2015

Visitation calendar

Self-guided day trips

The Nardoo Hills Tour is just one of the
visitation opportunities we’ve organised for
2015, which include guided tag-along tours,
camping options and self-guided visits
(including interpretive walks).

Currumbin and Reedy Creek (Qld)
Liffey Valley Reserves (Tas)
Kojonup and Chereninup Creek (WA)

Fees for guided trips are based on covering
our costs to plan, prepare and run each
visit. This ensures donations made towards
conservation aren’t subsidising tours.

“When you stand at the summit of these
hills you can see the view stretching for
miles and get a sense of the extent of
land clearing and a sense of the habitat
disconnect that we’re trying to bridge
with our work in the area,” says Jeroen.

Guided tours

See BushHeritage.org.au/visits for
bookings and more details.

Self-guided camping stays
Carnarvon (Qld) May to September
Boolcoomatta (SA) April to October
Charles Darwin (WA) April to October

Other opportunities
A range of other guided opportunities
are available and details can be found
on our website.

Bush Heritage is a not‑for‑profit organisation, funded entirely by donations from generous supporters like you.
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