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Vision
for the future
By 2025 Bush Heritage will protect 1 per cent
of Australia by conserving more than 7 million hectares of
Australia’s land and waterways and the wildlife that inhabits
these protected areas. Protecting Australia’s biodiversity
and restoring the health of the environment are our highest
priorities. We also work in partnership with others to rebuild
the resilience of whole landscapes, and use best available
science to manage the land under our care.
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Board of Directors
and Executive
President: Phillip Toyne LLB,
DipEd – Director, EcoFutures Pty Ltd
Phillip is one of Australia’s
leading environmentalists. Phillip
was the Executive Director of
the Australian Conservation
Foundation where he helped to
establish the National Landcare
Program. He was a visiting
Fellow at the Australian National University before
becoming Deputy Secretary in the Commonwealth
Department of Environment. Earlier he worked as
a lawyer for Aboriginal groups in central Australia.
Phillip is Director of EcoFutures Pty Ltd, a company
working on sustainability initiatives with business
and governments. Phillip is also a director of the
National Business Leaders Forum, CVC Sustainable
Investments Pty Ltd and the Australasian Carbon
Exchange Pty Ltd. He is a former director of ITC
Limited and Australian Agricultural Company. Phillip
was President of the Board between 2000 and 2009.
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Vice President: Dr Steve Morton
BSc (Hons), PhD – Group
Executive, CSIRO Manufacturing,
Materials and Minerals Group
Steve is one of Australia’s most
respected ecologists. He has 25
years’ experience with CSIRO
as a research scientist in tropical
northern Australia, arid central
Australia and the southern temperate zone, and has
worked to integrate biodiversity conservation and
land use for grazing and agriculture. Steve joined
the Bush Heritage Board in 2003. He is Chair of our
Conservation Committee and sits on the Indigenous
Partnerships Committee. Steve was Vice President of
the Board between 2006 and 2009.
Treasurer: David Rickards BSc,
BEng, MBA – Executive Director
and Global Head of Research at
Macquarie Securities Group
At Macquarie Securities Group,
David coordinates a team based
throughout Australia, Asia, New
Zealand, USA, Canada and the
United Kingdom. Before joining
Macquarie, David established the risk management
company, BARRA International, in Australia, and
worked as a consulting structural engineer with
Maunsell. David is an authority on the equities

market, with particular expertise in strategic analysis.
David joined the Board in 2006. He is Chair of
BHA’s Finance and Audit Committee and the Gift
Fund Committee and is a member of the Marketing
Committee.
Dr Guy Fitzhardinge BAgEcon,
MAppSci, PhD – Managing
Director, Thring Pastoral Company
Guy is currently a member of
the Commonwealth Threatened
Species Scientific Committee,
Deputy Chairman of Desert
Channels Queensland and
Chairman of the CRC for Beef
Genetic Technologies. He has previously been
a director of Meat & Livestock Australia and the
Meat Research Corporation, Vice President of
the Australian Rangelands Society, an advisor to
CSIRO Wool and Textiles Division, the wool industry
and Governor of WWF-Australia. He has been a
ministerial appointee to the NSW Biodiversity Advisory
Committee. He currently manages three properties
and a large cattle herd in central NSW. Guy joined
the Bush Heritage Board in 2003. He is Chair of our
Operations Committee and sits on our Conservation
and Nominations and Remuneration committees.
Dr Sue McIntyre BSc (Hons),
PhD – Senior Principal Research
Scientist, CSIRO Sustainable
Ecosystems
Sue currently leads a research
group working on sustainability in
agricultural landscapes. She has
29 years of research experience
in weed ecology, landscape
ecology and conservation biology. Throughout her
career Sue has sought to make complex ecological
concepts understood as simple principles that enable
land managers to put science into practice on their
land. Sue joined the Bush Heritage Board in 2007.
She sits on our Conservation Committee.
Andrew Myer MBA – Chair, AV
Myer Group of Companies
Andrew has long been involved in
investment, property development
and management, film and
philanthropy. He has produced
and been executive producer of
several Australian feature films

and is a Deputy Chair of the Melbourne International
Film Festival. Andrew was for five years Director
and Co-Vice President of The Myer Foundation, and
formerly a Trustee of the Sidney Myer Fund. He joined
the Bush Heritage Board in 2007. He is Chair of our
Marketing Committee and sits on the Nominations
and Remuneration and Finance and Audit committees.
Andrew is the incoming Vice President of the Board.
Hutch Ranck BS Econ –
Managing Director of DuPont
Australia/New Zealand
Hutch is also Group Managing
Director of Dupont ASEAN. He
is chair of the Business Council
of Australia’s (BCA) Education
and Innovation Working Group
and represents the BCA on the
Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation
Council. He is a Director of the Business Council of
Australia and Elders Corporation. Hutch joined the
Bush Heritage Board in 2006. He is the Acting Chair
of our Nominations and Remuneration Committee and
sits on our Operations Committee.
Keith Tuffley BEc, LLB, LLM
Keith has over 17 years’
experience assisting companies in
Australia, Europe and the Middle
East with strategic and financial
advice. He joined Goldman Sachs
in 2002 as a Managing Director
and head of the Melbourne office.
In 2003 he assisted the firm in
the merger with JBWere and was appointed Head
of the Investment Banking Division and a member of
the Board of Goldman Sachs JBWere. In 2007 Keith
relocated to London with Goldman Sachs to lead the
Industrials Sector Group across Europe, the Middle
East and Africa. In recent years, he has completed
the Advanced Management Program at INSEAD, and
the Goldman Sachs Non-Profit Leadership Program
at Harvard Business School. Keith retired from the
investment banking industry in 2008 to pursue his
interests in environmental issues. He is also a Director
of the Great Barrier Reef Foundation and a Governor
of WWF-Australia. Keith joined the Bush Heritage
Board in 2006. He sits on our Marketing, Indigenous
Partnerships and Finance and Audit committees.

Leanne Liddle BAppSc,
BA LLB/LP – Parks and Wildlife
Aboriginal Programs Coordinator,
the Department for Environment
and Heritage South Australia
Leanne is an Arrente woman from
Alice Springs. Leanne sits on the
Arid Lands NRM Board, the NRM
Aboriginal State Wide Advisory
Committee and the NRM Volunteers Committee.
Leanne joined the Board in 2009, and is the Chair of
our Indigenous Partnerships Committee.

EXECUTIVE
Chief Executive Officer
Doug Humann BA (Hons)
Geog, DipEd
Before coming to Bush
Heritage, Doug spent eight
years as Director of the Victorian
National Parks Association,
Victoria’s largest memberbased nature conservation
organisation. He is a member of
the World Commission on Protected Areas and has
advised several governments on private protected
areas. He won the Wild Environmentalist of the Year
award in 1997 and was a finalist in the CEO of the
Year awards in 2005. Doug was appointed CEO of
Bush Heritage in 1997. He sits on our Gift Fund and
Nominations and Remuneration committees.

Patron
Bob Brown Founder of Bush Heritage, and
Australian Greens Senator for Tasmania

Ambassadors
Tim Fischer AC
Chris Darwin BSc
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Louise Sylvan BA,
MPA – Commissioner,
Productivity Commission
Louise is a long-standing
supporter of Bush Heritage,
having donated two properties
over the last 10 years, Burrin
Burrin and ‘Nameless’. Louise

is the former Chief Executive of the Australian
Consumers Association and is a former Deputy
Chair of the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission. Louise sits on our Marketing and
Finance and Audit committees. Louise joined the
Board in 2009, and takes over as President from
late 2009.

President’s report

T

his year, Bush Heritage has been confronted
with the full effects of the global financial crisis,
with substantial pressure on our revenues and
the inexorable increase in our conservation expenses.
Like many other organisations, we have seen the value
of invested endowment funds sharply decline in line
with the collapse of the share market. It has resulted in
some of our ambitious acquisition plans being deferred
and some difficult cost-cutting, but the organisation
remains strong and positive. We have a sound strategy
in place for managing these hard times. We are
confident that the value of our investments will recover
and, with that, our capacity to expand our conservation
activities in the future.
Looking back over my nine years as President I am
surprised and proud of how much has been achieved
over that time. When I joined the Board, we had twelve
reserves, totalling 61 786 ha. We had just purchased
Carnarvon Station in Queensland, our first large-scale
acquisition, with what seemed a daunting purchase
price to match. We have now 31 reserves in total, which
cover 946 000 ha. Put simply, we have now become a
major player in Australia’s conservation effort. We have
made huge strides towards our target of owning and
managing 1 per cent of Australia by 2025.
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This growth is also reflected in our increase in revenue. In
my first year as President, our income was $966 000 and
last year it was $17 843 000. This reflects the increased
costs of managing more land. It also reflects the growing
supporter and donor base, as increasing numbers of
people see Bush Heritage as their preferred way of
achieving tangible conservation goals.
One really challenging consequence of successfully
acquiring a huge conservation estate is how to strike the
balance between buying more (always the emotionally
attractive option) and meeting the needs inherent in
properly and safely managing our existing properties.
There is a constant and very appropriate debate within
the Board and the management team to determine the
right outcome.
The sheer capital costs of buying and managing
properties alone has forced us to look more closely
at conservation partnerships with other landowners.
This has led to our enormously important partnership
program, which is particularly targeting cooperative
activity with Indigenous landowners and pastoral

companies. Between them these groups hold title to vast
areas of Australia, much of it in key conservation target
areas, and we are excited about future prospects for
expanding our support for their conservation efforts.
One constant over the past nine years has been the
amazing service provided to Bush Heritage by our staff
both on the reserves and in the head office. I cannot
praise them too highly. They work with extraordinary
dedication; they are skilled and professional, and
motivated by the sheer excitement they feel from the
conservation outcomes they achieve. This has been
immeasurably enhanced by the remarkable leadership
of Doug Humann, who has been our CEO since the
beginning and has contributed so much.
Just as I have appreciated the many talents of our staff,
I have had the honour of chairing an extraordinarily
talented group of directors on the board. These have
ranged from expert wildlife ecologists, environment
activists, merchant bankers, primary producers, and
company CEOs. What melded them into a cohesive,
energetic whole was a shared passion for Bush Heritage
and its goals. It became obvious to me early on that
we needed a highly professional board to handle the
governance and business complexities of the rapidly
growing organisation. Of particular pride to me is the
recruitment of Indigenous directors to appropriately
reflect the increasing interaction between the
organisation and Aboriginal Australians.
Bush Heritage is in great shape and its bright future
is assured. I am proud of how far we have come and
excited about its prospects in the future.

Phillip Toyne
President

Above: Female flower of the bulloak, South Esk Pine Reserve,
Tas. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Right: Laughing
kookaburra territorial chorus in tall open sclerophyll forest,
Yourka Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Bush Heritage

Chief Executive Officer’s report

I

t is a pleasure to share another exciting year at
Bush Heritage as we continue to advance our
conservation goals.

One of the essential elements in delivering our
strategic vision is measuring the effectiveness of our
actions, adapting to this knowledge and reporting on
our progress. Bush Heritage’s Ecological Outcomes
Monitoring program is the tool we use to do this.
Ecological Outcomes Monitoring commenced as a
pilot study on Eurardy Reserve in Western Australia in
2005. Since then, the program has grown rapidly, first to
other reserves in Western Australia and then, in 2006,
to reserves in eastern Australia. We now have 540
monitoring sites established on 25 properties, which
forms a solid base on which to build.
Boolcoomatta Reserve in South Australia has produced
some of the most dramatic results. Despite three years
of low rainfall, the land and its wildlife appear to be
recovering. Those species most sensitive to grazing
impacts are showing signs of a consistent and persistent
recovery: most were more abundant and widespread in
2008 than in other years, and many have shown yearby-year improvement from 2006 to 2008.
This monitoring provides vital data for immediate
management requirements and assists us as we assess
the ability of our conservation ‘assets’ (land, water and
wildlife) to respond to climate change. We are grateful
for the support of Macquarie Group Foundation in the
first three years of the program.

Bush Heritage also has several landscape-scale
partnerships across the country, including the Tasmanian
Midlands project. We are particularly proud and grateful
to have been the recipient in 2008 of a $2 million grant
from the Sidney Myer Fund and The Myer Foundation
centenary grants program to support our work in the
Tasmanian Midlands.

Our staff have benefited this year from team development,
leadership and management training and the improvement
of office-based systems and processes. I thank The Myer
Foundation for their insight in providing capacity building
support in this way. We are equally indebted to Allens
Arthur Robinson, who have now been providing us with
pro bono legal support for over ten years.
Our thanks go to The Nature Conservancy, The Nature
Conservancy’s David Thomas Challenge and The
Thomas Foundation, who we work in partnership with
on many of our reserve and partnership activities, and a
range of conservation projects.
As CEO, I’m delighted to thank some special donors who
have been generous in their support of Bush Heritage
over the past year: Graeme Wood Foundation; David
Rickards, in memory of Helen Rickards, and Flight Centre.
In thanking every one of the staff, volunteers, supporters,
partners and directors of the Board who make the
work at Bush Heritage possible, I particularly thank and
acknowledge Phillip Toyne, who completes his Board
term and almost nine years as President in November
2009. Phillip’s commitment to the environment and
to Indigenous engagement have underpinned his
successful efforts in encouraging Bush Heritage’s
strategic expansion. Phillip has led with distinction one of
the best not-for-profit boards around.
Next year we will be preparing to celebrate Bush
Heritage 20th anniversary in 2011; that year will also
Australia’s mark the end of our current five year plan.
It is satisfying to know that many of our objectives have
already been met. Together with our loyal and generous
supporters, the Board and our committed, capable and
enthusiastic staff I look forward to achieving long-lasting
benefits for nature conservation.

Doug Humann
Chief Executive Officer
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At Edgbaston Reserve in Queensland, we have made a
major investment in the property in an effort to control
introduced plants and fish. These are a threat to the
property’s unique mound springs and particularly to
the redfin blue-eye (Australia’s smallest freshwater
fish, found only at Edgbaston), which dwells within the
springs. We’d like to thank Desert Channels Queensland
and the South Australian Arid Lands Natural Resource
Management Board for their support.

Just as our partners are important to Bush Heritage,
so too are our people, including the supporters and
volunteers who contribute so much to our work, both in
the office and in the field.

Conserving the
landscape

Australia’s landscapes are vast and astonishingly
diverse and many of the plant and wildlife
communities that characterise them are imminently
threatened with extinction. More than two centuries
of land management practices poorly suited to
the conditions have led to the extinction of more
than 100 species and to the decline of close to
3000 ecological communities. Brigalow woodlands,
bluegrass grasslands, melaleuca swamps, mound
spring communities and grassy woodlands are some
of the more prominent among these.
As a conservation organisation dedicated to
protecting and conserving some of those threatened
communities, Bush Heritage has its work cut out for
it. Where to start? How to choose what to purchase
and manage or to protect in partnership with other
landholders? How to decide on the best approach
to managing the land? As the urgency to secure as
much as possible as quickly as possible is immense, a
clear strategy is necessary to ensure that we choose
wisely, do not overcapitalise and are able to sustain
our reserves over time.
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Our vision is very specific: to protect 7.7 million ha
– 1 per cent of Australia’s land surface and most
threatened ecosystems – by 2025. Our approach
is to manage large swathes of land to improve its
overall health and that of all its components – its soils,
freshwater quality and vegetation cover – and thereby
the habitat of indigenous birds, mammals, reptiles and
invertebrates.
Much of the management we undertake is about
making this recovery possible. The removal of stock
reduces erosion and water pollution and enables
native plants to regenerate. The control of feral
predators such as foxes and cats, and pests such
as camels and pigs, reduces predation on native
animals and the degradation of precious waterholes.
Good fire management ensures diversity within
ecosystems is maintained, and aims to make them
less prone to devastation by wildfires. By easing
these pressures, over time the landscapes in our
care are able to recover a measure of balance, and
the plants and animals that inhabit them – many of
which are vulnerable or endangered – fare better
as a consequence.

What are the ‘anchor regions’?
Bush Heritage’s ‘anchor regions’ (see map on pages
16–17), the regions in which we focus most of our
attention for acquisition and partnership, were carefully
selected through a combination of good scientific
information and logistical pragmatism. One key
attribute is that they contain threatened ecosystems
poorly reserved in the Federal Government’s National
Reserve System. This means that the land we
purchase or partner on strategically contributes to the
national estate of protected areas. The contributions
that ‘private’ reserves such as ours make to this estate
are now recognised as increasingly important both in
Australia and internationally.
To provide further focus in what are inevitably very
large areas, within each anchor region we have
selected one or two nodes of activity. These are areas
where valuable natural assets – important water
sources and threatened ecosystems and species –
are known to occur at relatively high density, ensuring
that our investment here is as valuable as possible.
These nodes feature land that is privately owned
or under long-term lease so that the tenure of the
land makes purchasing or partnerships possible. The
location of the nodes is also influenced by our existing
reserves, some of which were purchased prior to
the development of our Anchors in the Landscape
Conservation Strategy in 2004. While perhaps less
scientifically strategic, concentrating our activities in
areas where we are already active helps us to build
greater efficiency into our on-ground management.
Management strategies
Our acquisitions and partnerships within the anchor
regions are guided by strategic plans that are written
by local and in-house ecologists and other experts
intimately familiar with the regions. The plans contain
detailed information about the land, soil and climatic
features, and plant and wildlife communities of the
region. Also recorded are the main threats affecting
their condition and the plants and wildlife known to
be under threat that require urgent action. Based on
the best available science, the plans also outline what
needs to be done to help those landscapes and give
clear direction to the work undertaken on our reserves.

Left: Kangaroo-paw, Eurardy Reserve, WA. PHOTO: Julian Fennessy.
Right, top to bottom: Fauna monitoring, Eurardy Reserve, WA. PHOTO:
Julian Fennessy. Working on reserve infrastructure, Eurardy Reserve, WA.
PHOTO: Leanne and Paul Hales. Noisy friarbird feeds from nectar-rich
bottlebrush flower Callistemon viminalis, Yourka Reserve, Qld. PHOTO:
Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Contract Reserve Manager David Baker-Gabb at
the Nardoo Hills reserves, Vic. PHOTO: Toona Berwick.

On Carnarvon Station Reserve in central Queensland,
for example, targeted weed spraying and careful
burning has been identified as critical to restoring a
highly threatened bluegrass community. At Edgbaston
Reserve in Queensland, we are protecting a number
of endemic, ancient and highly threatened mound
spring communities – and a suite of threatened
snails, plants and fish that occur nowhere else –
by managing an invasive fish species.
Working in partnership
Also vital to Bush Heritage, however, is our focus
on the bigger landscape beyond our reserves and
partnership properties. Our regional strategies
also encompass our neighbours – be they private
landholders, catchment management authorities,
large pastoral companies or Indigenous communities.
Controlling weed infestations such as mesquite, prickly
acacia, Johnson grass or Siam weed, baiting for
foxes, eradicating rabbits or conducting environmental
patch burns are activities that are most effective
when conducted at the largest possible scale and
coordinated across many properties. Building good
relationships with neighbours helps promote buy-in
to such activities and is a key strategy in each of our
regions. Our engagement with some local communities
can take years to develop; in others, landholders
actively seek us out for information and advice.

This report includes sections on each of the anchor
regions, with a specific focus on achievements
throughout the past year.
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Sharing knowledge
Conservation at a landscape scale also relies on
collaboration with local, state and federal governments
in their role as the owners and managers of national
parks and other conservation reserves. Good working
relationships with staff and scientists of local catchment
management authorities and national parks, and the
coordination of management or survey activities where
those reserves abut our own, is invaluable. Boundaries
are meaningless to plants and wildlife so sharing
expertise and experience becomes imminently useful
when trying to conserve plants and wildlife.

South-West Botanical
Province anchor region

The South-West Botanical Province is home
to Australia’s only globally acknowledged
biodiversity hotspot, making it one of the
most biologically rich areas in the world.
Bush Heritage owns or co-owns seven
properties in this region: Charles Darwin
and Eurardy reserves to the north and
Chereninup, Monjebup, Kojonup, Peniup and
Yarrabee Wesfarmers reserves to the south.

Both reserves in the northern section of the anchor
region – Eurardy and Charles Darwin – have had
cropping and grazing on parts of each property.
Artificial watering points had been located in sensitive
parts of the landscape, interfering with natural surface
flows, and grazing has particularly impacted on
streams and around watering points. Management
work over the last year has been aimed at restoring
these areas to a more natural and stable state.
Several key projects are detailed below.
Restoring watercourses at Eurardy Reserve

On Eurardy Reserve, the Bungabandi Creek system is
the property’s main – but most damaged – drainage
line. The presence of hard-hoofed exotic species
has also destabilised the soil surface, resulting in
the loss of precious topsoil when it rains. Grazing
by stock and feral goats has been severe around
watering points and creeks, which adversely impacts
on the surrounding vegetation and exacerbates the
erosion problem.
Work is underway on a project to restore the health
of the watercourses. Over the last year, reserve
staff have been working on fixing critical points of
the Bungabandi system using brush (cut from thick
patches close to the creek) and gravel (from sources
free of weeds) as well as some strategic earthworks.
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The problematic areas were stabilised by placing
bundles of brush into eroded channels, and securing
them to the ground where necessary. When water
passes through the brush it filters out a large
proportion of the sediment and litter which, in turn,
will gradually bring the surface back up to its former
height. Gravel has been used on the most affected
areas to create barriers which significantly reduce
the flow-rate of water and collect sediment.
Vehicle tracks were closed along and across the
creek in order to remove further potential sources
of erosion. Artificial watering points have also been
attended to. Some of these have been fenced and
retained as a source of water for fire-fighting, while
others have been removed altogether.
Above, top to bottom: Reserve Manager Matt Warnock accumulating
brush to plug damaged parts of the creek with. PHOTO: Elizabeth Lescheid.
Bungabandi Creek, Eurardy Reserve, WA. PHOTO: Paul Foreman. York gum
woodland, Eurardy Reserve, WA. PHOTO: Matt Appleby.
Above, right: Red kangaroo-paw, Yarrabee Wesfarmers Reserve, WA.
PHOTO: Amanda Keesing courtesy Greening Australia WA.

A 5 km section of Bungabandi Creek has now been
treated to reduce the intensity and volume of water
flow. The points were carefully selected to cover the
most problematic areas, which should minimise any

STAFF PROFILE
weaknesses during subsequent flood events. In the
2009 winter rains, the control points functioned well
and only some minor repairs were necessary.
Long-term monitoring sites were also established
along Bungabandi Creek as part of the Ecological
Outcomes Monitoring (EOM) program. It is anticipated
that these EOM sites will detect improvements in soil
surface conditions (for example litter accumulation)
and plant regeneration over the coming years.
Revegetation of cleared areas

Areas of Eurardy and Charles Darwin reserves
were cleared by previous owners for cropping and/
or grazing. These practices created large areas of
bare ground that are vulnerable to weed invasion
and erosion. Natural revegetation is occurring on
both properties, with a variety of native plant species
starting to spring up again.
We have been monitoring the natural revegetation
to ensure that the recovery is not affected by
weeds and erosion. EOM sites have also been
located in these areas to detect and track changes
in vegetation structure and function. Data from
these sites will provide a snapshot of progress
and will be used to assess the project’s success
against reference sites in the surrounding
undisturbed vegetation.

Angela Sanders:
Ecologist, Gondwana Link
Angela has been working on the Gondwana Link
project since November 2006 and has worked
for Bush Heritage since 2008. Her work is mainly
focused in the area between the Stirling Range and
Fitzgerald River national parks on the south coast of
Western Australia.
Angela’s work includes monitoring creek health,
bird populations, woodland health and the return of
fauna to restored farmland. She is also involved in
the management of six Gondwana Link properties
owned either by Bush Heritage or jointly with
Greening Australia (WA).
Angela has a special interest in documenting the
changes in biodiversity that occur after revegetation
of cleared land, and Gondwana Link, with its
large-scale emphasis on revegetation, offers up
a great case study. Angela says, ‘In this job I have
had the privilege of watching degraded paddocks
transformed into habitat that is now supporting a
wide variety of birds, and have tramped across some
of the oldest and most pristine bushland on the
south coast.’
Angela Sanders. PHOTO: Sandra Gilfillan.

On Charles Darwin Reserve the new vegetation is
starting to resemble the surrounding vegetation, with
several Acacia species forming an open canopy over
mainly native grasses. Few weeds are present and
erosion is mainly restricted to old tracks.

The EOM results indicate that native plant species
are dominant in these former farmed areas. Birdlife
is not as diverse as the adjacent native areas but
this is likely to improve as the vegetation increases
in size and complexity. Revegetation is a gradual
process, so the monitoring will need to be ongoing.
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On Eurardy Reserve, the vegetation on the
abandoned farmland is generally dominated by
Ptilotus, a small native shrub. Weeds are present
around the edges and tracks but not in great
numbers and should be suppressed as taller
vegetation becomes established.

Queensland Uplands and
Brigalow Belt anchor region

The Queensland Uplands and Brigalow Belt
extends from the large leaseholdings of the
north to the fragmented landscape of the
Brigalow Belt in the south.
Bush Heritage currently owns and
manages three reserves in the region:
Yourka Reserve, Goonderoo Reserve and
Carnarvon Station Reserve; we also have
one property partnership, with the Bidjara
people at Mt Tabor.
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The idea of ‘protecting the natural values of the bush’
is often taken to mean ‘restoring’ the land, and the
associated ecological processes, to a previous state.
However, circumstances dictate that literal restoration
isn’t always possible; there has to be some degree of
reinvention. The fragments of bush that remain are
affected by the loss of ecosystems in surrounding
landscapes, and many ecosystems will still be
adjusting to recent local extinctions. Then there is the
spread of introduced species, which is often such that
total extermination isn’t practical.
All these factors influence our plans and expectations
for all properties and associated restoration projects.
To evaluate the condition of a reserve itself, and
how it is responding to conservation management,
we can attempt to answer some simple questions:
What’s living or growing there? How is it responding
to destocking and other management initiatives?
What implications are there for managers? What
is the regional contribution of the reserve to the
conservation of key species? Getting to the bottom
of these questions requires patience; often a study
or management practice takes years to deliver
clear results. At other times, results are much
more immediate.
Below are outlined a few case studies. Some
projects are just being instigated, while others, like
monitoring the small mammal fauna at Carnarvon
Station Reserve, have been going long enough to
start yielding results.

Carnarvon Station Reserve
The restoration of Carnarvon Station Reserve’s most
productive ecosystems, the grasslands and open
grassy woodlands, is now well underway. Eight years
after the reserve was destocked, and with much fire
management and feral animal control done, these
ecosystems are now returning to health. Consequently,
we can expect to see healthier populations of small
mammals, and hope to see a richer abundance of
species returning to the reserve over time. To give us
a clearer picture, we are monitoring the small mammal
populations to give us some indication of their
condition, patterns in population trends and the impact
or influence of the most widespread feral species, the
house mouse and feral cat.
Most small vertebrates are highly responsive to the
most variable and unpredictable natural processes,
rainfall and fire, and it is beyond our capacity to fully
understand these dynamics and their relationship to
our management. Nonetheless we have trapped in the
most contrasting conditions to look for telltale shifts in
the numbers and variety of species of small mammals.
Since trapping started in 2005, weather conditions
were dry to average until 2008 and 2009, which were
very wet.
Over the first three years, the traps yielded few
individuals but showed a good variety of small
mammal species. This was encouraging as it indicated
that even in dry conditions the reserve was providing
good habitat for small mammals. Vegetation on the
grassland areas shifted from grass to forb dominated
over this time and became very thick. The wet season
and fertile soils made this a highly productive year in
the most productive ecosystems on the reserve.
There were house mouse plagues across central
Queensland this year, and the grasslands of
Carnarvon were no exception. Trapping in the
extensive sandy woodlands in the west of the reserve
indicates the mouse plague is restricted mostly to the
fertile grasslands and grassy woodlands. There was
a spike in the native delicate mice population in the
woodlands, but this was relatively small in comparison
to the house mouse numbers.

It is expected native and feral predators will feast on
the house mouse population and increase in numbers
in response. We have added snake traps to the
monitoring program to monitor this in future years.
There was some evidence that the number of snakes
had increased this year, and the reserve managers
have reported more cat sightings.
After the last few wet years, it is likely that we can
expect a dry patch. Typically, this will mean the end
of the production bonanza and a subsequent crash
in the feral mouse population. The monitoring should
indicate whether the reserve is then subjected to
an unnaturally high predation pressure as hungry
cats, foxes and native predators have only the less
common native species to prey on. Studies elsewhere,
including at Ethabuka and Cravens Peak reserves,
have identified this as a potential threatening process
to vulnerable fauna.
The ‘boom and bust’ predation cycle is often
exacerbated by the impact of extensive wildfires,
which remove cover and forage. Managers at
Carnarvon have been actively burning to stagger
this effect and diversify the burning history across
the landscape.
We are starting to see some real changes in the
health of the landscape, vegetation and fauna and
expect to see further improvements in the years to
come. However, much has already been done.

Over time we hope to get at least a broad picture
of the ecological benefit of investments in reserve
management.
Above, top to bottom: Bluegrass grasslands, Carnarvon Station Reserve,
Qld. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Pale field rat found in pitfall trap,
Carnarvon Station Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Sandy Walters. Zamia palm,
Carnarvon Station Reserve, Qld. Channin Valley, Carnarvon Station
Reserve, Qld. PHOTOS: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Misty morning, Carnarvon
Station Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Bush Heritage.
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The historical disturbance of the more impacted areas
have been mapped and described. Seeding trials were
set up in the old cultivation area last year, and should
clarify the potential to actively regenerate grasslands.
Weed control activities have been logged and mapped
to indicate the success and return on investment on
these programs. A series of vegetation transects have
been set up to monitor long-term change in species
composition in relation to fire and rainfall; and fires
have been lit, controlled and mapped.

Queensland Uplands and
Brigalow Belt anchor region
continued

Yourka Reserve
Carnarvon Station Reserve provides an example of
the types of activities undertaken to evaluate the
reserve condition over the longer term. At Yourka
Reserve, current management has been focused on
re-establishing access after an extreme wet season
that caused extensive damage to roads. Without
access clearly not much is possible! Managers and
contractors have been putting in a major effort to
grade and repair tracks with machinery. Thanks to
funding from The Nature Conservancy, the reserve
now has its own 4WD loader backhoe to ensure we
can keep roads and tracks up to scratch.
Another immediate priority at Yourka has been
attacking a significant weed problem, Siam weed.
Siam weed is such a threat that there is a national
weed program aiming to exterminate it from the
continent. Our efforts on Yourka will clearly play
a key part in this. Siam weed is spread along the
riparian areas, much of which can only be accessed
on foot. Now that access has mostly been restored,
managers have been working with the team from the
national Siam Weed Eradication Program as well as
coordinating and working with teams of volunteers
on the reserve.
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A recent intensive ‘biological blitz’ on the property,
involving staff and science partners, has allowed a
more detailed assessment of Yourka’s natural assets.
This knowledge will help direct future management
priorities. Thirty-eight monitoring sites have been
established in key areas across the reserve; 42
species of birds were added to the reserve’s
list of known species; several rare plants were
discovered, as well as several species which are
now awaiting identification.

We would like to acknowledge
The Nature Conservancy for their
generous support of this work.

Left, top to bottom: Reserve Manager Paul Hales inspects the damage
to a road after flooding, Yourka Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Leanne Hales.
Mareeba rock-wallaby and joey, Yourka Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Wayne
Lawler/ECOPIX. Volunteers on a working bee (‘Operation Siam weed’) at
Yourka Reserve, Qld, May 2009. PHOTO: Heidi Fisher. Yourka Reserve,
Qld. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Right, top: Jumping spider on
poplar gum (Eucalyptus platyphylla), Yourka Reserve, Qld.
PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.

STAFF PROFILE

Mt Tabor Station
A partnership between the Bidjara people
and Bush Heritage
Through the Conservation on Country program,
Bush Heritage works with Indigenous people across
three focus areas: caring for country, land acquisition
and management partnerships.

Don Bell: National Indigenous
Partnerships Officer
As the National Indigenous Partnership Officer,
Don’s role is to develop partnerships with Indigenous
people through Bush Heritage’s Conservation on
Country program.

One such partnership is with the Bidjara people,
managers of Mt Tabor Station in central Queensland.
Mt Tabor, a neighbouring property of Carnarvon
Station Reserve, is a pastoral lease currently owned
by the Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC).
Bush Heritage is working with the Bidjara people to
develop a conservation management plan to manage
the conservation values of the property, both cultural
and ecological. What we learn in the process of
providing advice to the Bidjara, and in turn seeing
how this complements their traditional methods
of managing this property, will inform our future
management practices.
Mt Tabor is a rich and significant cultural landscape,
and there is abundant evidence of a long and
continuing connection between the Bidjara people
and their country here. There are extensive rock
shelters covered in rock art and engravings, scatters
of stone tools and flakes across the slopes of the
ridges, and numerous scarred trees. The most
significant and prominent site on Mt Tabor is known
as the Lost City. This imposing stone feature looks like
a high-rise office block; it even has a series of cave
‘rooms’ you can enter.

Station. PHOTO: David Baker-Gabb.

Don liaises with traditional owners about matters of
heritage concern and how these can be managed;
he also advises on Bush Heritage activity and policy.
He coordinates visits to places where traditional
owners have rights and interests, and consults with
designated bodies such as the National Native
Title Tribunal to ensure Indigenous interests and
rights are protected on Bush Heritage reserves.
Another element of Don’s job is to look for ways that
Indigenous and Western knowledge can be used in
concert. This includes thinking about how centuriesold Indigenous conservation techniques, such as
burning, can be matched up with current practices
and ideas about land management.

Above: Mt Tabor Station’s Lost City rock formations. PHOTO: Kent Womack.
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In June this year, Bush Heritage undertook an initial
ecological assessment of Mt Tabor. From this, a
property assessment report will be generated. This
report will assist the Bidjara people with managing
the conservation values and threats on the property.
These are the first steps in putting together the
conservation management plan for this area. The
plan will continue to be built and negotiated with the
Bidjara and the ILC, and should be delivered by the
end of 2009. After these steps, Bush Heritage will
maintain close relations with the Bidjara, formulated
around long-term cultural heritage protection and
support in caring for country.

Don Bell, National Indigenous Partnerships Officer, pictured at Mt Tabor

WUNAMBAL GAAMBERA

Bush Heritage reserves
and major partnerships
Many of Australia’s unique animals, plants
and ecosystems are facing serious decline
and in some cases extinction unless active
measures are taken to protect them. How
can we make a difference? The answer
is simple. We can invest our resources in
conservation management, in the land that
supports these threatened ecosystems and
the species that live in them.

Eurardy
Charles Darwin

South-West
Botanical Province
Kojonup

Peniup Creek

Yarrabee Wesfarmers

Chereninup Creek

Monjebup
NOONGAR
GONDWANA LINK

Bush Heritage anchor regions
Bush Heritage reserves
Bush Heritage partnerships
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Above: Lamb’s tails, Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.

Reserves outside the Bush Heritage anchor regions

South-West Botanical Province

Edgbaston Reserve, Qld. 8074 ha. Purchased 2008
Bon Bon Station Reserve, SA. 216 810 ha. Acquired 2008

Peniup Creek Reserve, WA. 2409 ha. Purchased jointly with
Greening Australia (WA) 2007

‘Nameless’ Sylvan Reserve, NSW. 55 ha. Donated 2007

Monjebup Reserve, WA. 956 ha. Purchased 2007

Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA. 64 337 ha. Purchased 2006
Reedy Creek Reserve, Qld. 452 ha. Donated 2004
Currumbin Valley Reserve, Qld. 4 ha. Donated 1999
Brogo Reserve, NSW. 120 ha. Purchased 1995
Fan Palm Reserve, Qld. 8 ha. Purchased 1993
Liffey Valley reserves, Tas. 261 ha.
Donated/purchased 1991 and 2003

Yarrabee Wesfarmers Reserve, WA. 923 ha. Purchased
jointly with Greening Australia (WA) 2006
Eurardy Reserve, WA. 30 070 ha. Purchased 2005
Charles Darwin Reserve, WA. 68 615 ha. Purchased 2003
Chereninup Creek Reserve, WA. 877 ha. Purchased 2002
Kojonup Reserve, WA. 389 ha. Purchased 1996

BALKANU/
CAPE YORK
WARDEKKEN
KAANJU NGAACHI

Fan Palm
Yourka

Gulf of
Carpentaria
to Lake Eyre

Queensland
Uplands and
Brigalow Belt
Edgbaston

Cravens Peak

Goonderoo

Ethabuka

Carnarvon Station

Reedy Creek
BIDJARA

Currumbin Valley

Bon Bon Station

South-East
Grassy Box
Woodlands

Boolcoomatta

‘Nameless’ Sylvan

Tarcutta Hills
Nardoo Hills
reserves

Burrin Burrin

Scottsdale
Brogo

Liffey Valley reserves

Midlands of Tasmania

KOSCIUSZKO TO COAST

South Esk Pine
Friendly Beaches

TASMANIAN MIDLANDS

South-East Grassy Box Woodlands

Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld. 233 000 ha. Purchased 2005

Scottsdale Reserve, NSW. 1328 ha. Purchased 2006

Ethabuka Reserve, Qld. 213 300 ha. Purchased 2004

Nardoo Hills reserves 1, 2 & 3, incorporating Judith Eardley
Reserve, Vic. 788 ha. Purchased 2005–2007
Burrin Burrin Reserve, NSW. 411 ha. Purchased 1999

Queensland Uplands and Brigalow Belt

Tarcutta Hills Reserve, NSW. 432 ha. Purchased 1999

Yourka Reserve, Qld. 43 500 ha. Purchased 2007
Carnarvon Station Reserve, Qld. 59 000 ha.

Midlands of Tasmania

Purchased 2001

South Esk Pine Reserve, Tas. 6.8 ha. Purchased 1998

Goonderoo Reserve, Qld. 593 ha. Purchased 1998

Friendly Beaches Reserve, Tas. 140 ha. Purchased 1997
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Gulf to Lake Eyre

South-East Grassy Box
Woodlands anchor region

This region supports some of Australia’s
most poorly preserved ecosystems. The
typically fertile soils make it suitable for
agriculture, and what was once a continuous
swathe of woodlands covering millions of
hectares is now highly fragmented.
Bush Heritage currently owns six reserves in
the region: Tarcutta Hills Reserve, Scottsdale
Reserve, Burrin Burrin Reserve, and the
three Nardoo Hills reserves. Current reserves
total 3020 ha.

Partnerships on properties in the
Kosciuszko to Coast region
Bush Heritage is building a network of protected
areas in specific sections of the South-East Grassy
Box Woodlands anchor region. In one area, Bush
Heritage is one of ten partners in a project called
Kosciuszko to Coast (K2C). This project aims to
protect and improve habitat connectivity for a range
of species. In a changing climate the fragmentation of
habitat caused by land clearing is a significant threat
to the majority of species. Of most concern are the
large gaps between remnants of native vegetation on
the valley floor that prevent species from dispersing to
areas of more suitable habitat.
Bush Heritage owns two properties in the K2C region,
Burrin Burrin and Scottsdale; however, protecting
native vegetation and habitats does not always
depend on buying land. Partnerships with private
landowners in the region complement our reserves
and help extend the area protected. This is one of the
main ideas behind the K2C project.
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Bush Heritage is working towards fulfilling the goals
of the Conservation Action Plan (see opposite)
that has been developed for the Kosciuszko to
Coast project. Specifically we aim to protect several
nationally threatened ecological communities – the
yellow box/white box/Blakely’s red gum woodlands,
and the natural temperate grasslands of the Southern
Tablelands (NSW and ACT). These communities tend
to occur in the low-lying parts of the landscape that
have largely been cleared and then converted to
cropping and/or introduced pastures.
Bush Heritage has entered into partnerships
with landowners by offering Land Management
Agreements (LMAs) to those who have healthy
examples of woodland and grassland vegetation on
their properties. These patches retain a wide suite of
species including several threatened plants, reptiles
and birds. The landowners agree to protect these
natural values on a designated part of their property
for the term of the agreement.
Above, top to bottom: Tree fern and bracken fern understorey in
Eucalyptus fastigata forest, Burrin Burrin Reserve, NSW. Short-beaked
echidna, Nardoo Hills reserves, Vic. PHOTOS: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.
Working bee at Nardoo Hills reserves, Vic. PHOTO: Wayne Lewis.
Above, right: Scottsdale Reserve, NSW. PHOTO: Stuart Cohen.

As part of the LMA, Bush Heritage provides
financial assistance to help the landowners manage
the land. For the most part, the funding is to help
control environmental weeds such as serrated

tussock (Nassella trichotoma) and Patterson’s
curse (Echium plantagineum). These species are
highly invasive and are capable of spreading widely.
They also displace native plants that fauna depend
on for habitat. Vegetation maps and detailed weed
maps were prepared by Bush Heritage for each
property along with detailed information on the
control of the key weeds.
To date, Bush Heritage has formed partnerships
with the owners of four properties in the K2C
region. Together, these LMAs help protect 817 ha
of land, predominantly comprised of the targeted
endangered ecological communities. These partner
properties also protect habitat for the threatened
Bredbo gentian (Gentiana bredboensis), hoary
sunray (Leucochrysum albicans tricolor), silky
Swainson-pea (Swainsona sericea), creeping
hop-bush (Dodonaea procumbens), hooded robin
(Melanodryas cucullata cucullata) and pink-tail
worm-lizard (Aprasia parapulchella).

What is Conservation Action Planning?
Conservation Action Planning (CAP), developed by
The Nature Conservancy, is an integrated planning
tool that helps to guide project teams to identify
effective management strategies for conservation
values (for example, threatened species or
ecosystems) and the threats to them. Priorities are
identified, and management strategies and tasks are
then determined accordingly. After implementation,
a monitoring stage follows so the information gained
can be adapted for use in the future. This system,
rather than working at threat abatement first and
foremost, focuses on conservation values. It aims to
provide an objective and consistent accounting of
conservation actions and outcomes.

Saving the rare Bredbo gentian

The partnerships are relatively new but the on-ground
results of the weed control should soon be evident.
The strategies in place will reduce the abundance of
the key environmental weeds and help reduce seed
production. Ongoing advice and consultation between
Bush Heritage and the landowners should also help
prevent weeds from re-establishing, and promote
native species, from the tiniest herbs to the robins and
treecreepers in the woodland trees.

Bredbo gentian. PHOTO: Matt Appleby.

We would like to acknowledge the George Alexander Foundation for
their generous support of this work.

For further information about K2C, or to see the full list of partner
organisations, see www.k2c.org.au.
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This project has been assisted by the NSW Government through its
Environmental Trust.

The Bredbo gentian (Gentiana bredboensis), the
only known example of this species, exists on
a partner’s property within the K2C area. Once
trampled underfoot by stock, its habitat has now
been fenced off. Further work in conjunction with
the Department of Environment and Climate Change
is necessary to determine the exact management
requirements for this exceptionally rare species. This
is a fine example of how cooperation with farmers
and other landowners will help the K2C partners
succeed in achieving conservation at a landscape
scale in this complex environment.

Gulf to Lake Eyre
anchor region

The Gulf to Lake Eyre anchor region is a
region of great diversity, extending from central
Australia’s arid heartland through to the tropical
savannas, dramatic gorges and unspoiled
beaches of the southern Gulf of Carpentaria.
This region is particularly notable because
conservation values are more intact here than
in other parts of Australia. Bush Heritage
currently owns two reserves in the southern
part of the region: Cravens Peak and Ethabuka.
The summer of 2008–09 saw yet another aboveaverage wet season across most of northern
Australia. Significant rainfall events triggered mass
flooding over much of the Gulf region and south to
the Channel Country.
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Ethabuka and Cravens Peak reserves did not receive
above average rainfall this summer, but did experience
some localised flooding and run-off from the Mulligan
and Georgina rivers. Much of this affected the eastern
parts of the reserves, with Pulchera Waterhole filling
to full capacity. In May, the waterhole was teeming
with waterfowl, ducks, waders and fish. A recent
survey found five species of fish in the waterhole,
including the Lake Eyre hardyhead, which indicates a
substantial range extension for the species.
Despite missing much of the summer rain, Ethabuka and
Cravens Peak are looking in remarkably good condition.
Many of the typically dormant shrublands and woodlands
have flushed with growth, and a thick ground cover is
evident. This ground cover – a mix of annual grasses,
herbs and forbs – has increased significantly over the
last few years in many parts of the reserves. Although
highly seasonal, ground cover appears to have increased
since the cessation of grazing and the consequent
restoration of productivity to the food chain.
Working with the Desert Ecology Group

Above, top to bottom: Fauna monitoring turns up a hopping mouse,
Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Felicity Humann. Ethabuka Reserve,
Qld. PHOTO: Bush Heritage. Cravens Peak Reserve during the wet
season, Qld. PHOTO: Mark and Nella Lithgow. Ethabuka Reserve, Qld,
after rain. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.

The partnership with the University of Sydney’s
Desert Ecology Group (DEG) and Bush Heritage
has continued to grow. Many of the results from
the DEG are being used to assist management
actions and workplans on the reserves. A number
of interesting findings from this year have included
a dramatic increase in the number of mulgara
(Dasycercus cristicauda) being caught on Ethabuka,

the confirmation that the gidgee woodlands (Acacia
georginae) are providing an important refuge for
small mammals, and proof that the periods following
a good season are critical times for feral predator
control. During these periods, small mammals are
increasing in number and become more vulnerable to
predation, because the cat and fox numbers increase
also. Bush Heritage is working to develop appropriate
management strategies for these feral predators,
including monitoring and baiting.
The sheer size of the two reserves (combined,
they cover approximately 446 000 ha) has meant
large parts of Ethabuka and Cravens Peak remain
unsurveyed. Surveys will continue to be conducted by
both Bush Heritage and the DEG on both reserves
to gain a more thorough inventory of species and
their dynamics.
Management and monitoring
Bush Heritage has also begun to monitor and assess
the closure of its artificial watering points. This will
provide valuable data on their management, and
their effects on both native and non-native animals
in the landscape. One preliminary result has shown
a localised decrease in feral camel numbers when
access to water becomes restricted. The use of
artificial watering points to control camel numbers
may provide a useful management tool for reserve
managers. The response of birds, dingos and
kangaroos to the closure of these watering points
is also being carefully monitored. Infrared remote
sensing cameras have proved incredibly valuable here,
providing fascinating images of animals using artificial
watering points.

A group of researchers from Sydney University’s Desert Ecology Group
at Ethabuka Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Bobby Tamayo.

Meet the researchers
Professor Chris Dickman has led research projects
at Ethabuka and Cravens Peak reserves for almost
two decades. In May this year, current and former
researchers from the Desert Ecology Group
gathered in Melbourne to present their research
relating to Ethabuka and Cravens Peak to a group
of scientists and supporters. Topics included bird
community dynamics; the boom and bust cycle
of dasyurids (small carnivorous marsupials), and
interactions between cattle and small vertebrates.

Good progress has been made with both pastoral and
Indigenous partnerships in the region, and is likely to
gain momentum in the year ahead.

Top: Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld after floods. Above, top to bottom: This
frog appeared after flooding at Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld. PHOTOS:
Mark and Nella Lithgow. Spinifex ring Triodia sp. at the edge of the
northern Simpson Desert at Cravens Peak Reserve, Qld.
PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.
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Fire management has also been high on the agenda of
reserve managers Mark and Nella Lithgow following the
summer rain and subsequent flush of vegetation. Fuel
loads are being regularly assessed, and during the cooler
months prescribed burning has been carried out along
some of the tracks and fence lines at Cravens Peak.

Midlands of Tasmania
anchor region

The Tasmanian Midlands has been recognised
by the Australian Government as one of 15
biodiversity hotspots in Australia. Critically,
less than 4 per cent of the Midlands region
is protected in formal reserves, making the
region a priority for conservation.
One of the first areas of Australia used for
agriculture, the Tasmanian Midlands contain
endemic plant species, nationally threatened
species and more than 180 plants and
animals listed as threatened at the state level.

Tasmanian Midlands landscape partnership
Ninety-eight per cent of land in this region is privately
owned, often by families who have been in the area for
generations. For this reason, acquisition of land is much
more difficult here. A ground-breaking partnership
was formed in 2007 between Bush Heritage, the
Tasmanian Land Conservancy (TLC) and the Tasmanian
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment (DPIPWE). Rather than property purchase,
its focus is on working with landowners to achieve
effective conservation in the Midlands.
The partner organisations are exploring new and
existing models of conservation management on
private lands – such as land management agreements
and conservation covenants – with a particular
emphasis on multi-generational timescales. The
goal of this partnership is to secure approximately
40 000 ha of land with high conservation value.
Bush Heritage, TLC and DPIPWE are already working
with a number of landowners who share common
conservation goals.
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This exciting new model of conservation management
highlights the possibility of building ‘conservation
communities’, large numbers of landowners in one
area all working towards conservation of their land.
This model could be used effectively elsewhere, for
example in the grassy box woodlands of New South
Wales, where the small property sizes make it difficult
to capture conservation values in just one landholding.
Between 2007 and 2009, and prior to the formation of
the current partnership, TLC ran a Biodiversity Hotspot
Tender, where over 30 landowners made formal offers
to protect a range of the key conservation values on
their land. A range of fixed-term agreements were
selected by landowners. Overall, these have helped
to contribute over 7000 ha of native vegetation and
wildlife habitat to our goal.

Top right: Waxlip orchid, Tasmania.
PHOTO: Matt Appleby. Above, top to
bottom: Landscape in the Tasmanian
Midlands. PHOTO: Doug Humann. Lissanthe
strigose. PHOTO: Matt Appleby. Bush
Heritage ecologist Matt Appleby surveys
a partner’s property, Tasmanian Midlands.
PHOTO: Doug Humann.

The partnership received initial financial support from
The Myer Foundation. The project’s focus on both
social and ecological sustainability has led to The
Sidney Myer Fund committing $2 million of additional
support to the project. This seed funding will be
used to set up a fund that will provide support for
conservation for future generations.

Case study:
Edgbaston Reserve

Edgbaston Reserve, located in the north-eastern Lake
Eyre Basin, was purchased by Bush Heritage in 2008.
The property contains the largest group of Great
Artesian Basin springs in Queensland and some of
the rarest species in Australia. Several of Edgbaston’s
species exist nowhere else in the world.
The springs at Edgbaston are characteristically shallow
(less than 10 cm deep) and range in size from small
soaks to extensive wetlands. Within the springs, endemic
plants, invertebrates and fish survive, despite occasionally
massive daily temperature variations (up to 30°C) and
the odd incursion by large mammals and machinery.

Edgbaston in order to create a barrier that will either
contain existing gambusia populations or prevent
them colonising fish-free areas.
As the project progresses, it is anticipated that new
techniques will be added to the current gambusia
removal program. It is hoped that breeding programs
for both endemic fish species will commence in 2010.
With a bit of luck and a lot of work, Bush Heritage
is in a position to save two of Australia’s most
endangered vertebrates from extinction.

Protecting critically endangered vertebrates
Although introduced plants such as prickly acacia
and animals such as feral pigs pose threats to the
ecological integrity of the springs complex, the largest
problem is a small fish called gambusia (also known as
mosquitofish or plague minnow). Gambusia give birth
to live young and are closely related to commonly kept
aquarium favourites such as guppies, mollies, platys
and swordtails. At Edgbaston, gambusia have invaded
many of the large springs and apparently displaced
two critically endangered native species – the redfin
blue-eye and the Edgbaston goby. Both species are
estimated to exist in populations of less than 3000,
making them the fishy equivalents of the critically
endangered Siberian tiger or the white rhino.
Trials commenced in March 2008 in order to evaluate
the practicality of physically removing gambusia from
the springs and creating rehabilitated habitat for
the endangered fish. In one small spring, gambusia
removal has been successful; however, different
approaches will be required in larger springs with
more complex vegetation.

Given that gambusia are most likely to have colonised
the springs area by migration during overland flow,
plastic garden edging is also being deployed at

Top right: Reeds in an artesian spring, Edgbaston Reserve, Qld. PHOTO:
Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Above, top to bottom: Bush Heritage ecologist
Adam Kerezsy fishing gambusia out of a spring, which now has a
barrier around it. PHOTO: Michael Brigden. Artesian spring, Edgbaston
Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. The critically endangered
Edgbaston goby. The redfin blue-eye, only found at Edgbaston Reserve,
Qld. PHOTOS: Adam Kerezsy.
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Simultaneously, small populations of redfin blueeye were relocated to fish-free springs within the
complex, and the survival of these populations will
be monitored into 2009. If viable populations can
be established in safe environments, the impacts of
gambusia invasion may be ameliorated to a degree
by spreading endangered populations across a wider
geographical area.

Case study:
Boolcoomatta Reserve

At Bush Heritage we assess the effectiveness of our
conservation work by quantifying it and measuring any
changes over space and time.
The Ecological Outcomes Monitoring (EOM) program
developed by Bush Heritage enables us to quantify
biodiversity changes induced by our management and
improve our capacity to predict ecological outcomes.
It is an important planning tool for future management.
Predicting bird conservation status
Birds are informative indicators for a number of
reasons. Because they are dependent on other
organisms below them in the food chain for food, this
means the diversity and abundance of birds reflects
the general health of the ecosystem.
Further insights can be gained from the diversity and
abundance of particular ‘functional groups’: groups of
species that occupy similar habitats, or feed on similar
food types or respond in a similar way to disturbances.
For example, the health of ground-foraging
insectivores is a good indicator of grazing disturbance
and the health of understorey vegetation.
Species co-exist in communities, with each community
occupying a limited range of physical sites. Changes
in different bird communities therefore tell us about
the condition of different habitats.
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Bird monitoring at Boolcoomatta
Bush Heritage acquired Boolcoomatta Station, a
64 000 ha pastoral lease located in eastern South
Australia, in 2006. The reserve protects several poorly
reserved ecosystems, which were damaged during its
time as a pastoral lease. The construction of diversion
banks, dams and artificial watering points severely
altered the surface hydrology of the landscape. This,
combined with the impact of sheep grazing, eroded and
damaged the soil, leading to a loss of productivity and
reduced vegetation cover. The management strategies
now being implemented by Bush Heritage include
removing stock, removing banks and diversions, and
controlling feral herbivores, predators and weeds. These
strategies are beginning to pay dividends with clear
signs of recovery emerging.
Since 2006, three annual bird counts have been
conducted at a representative set of 52 sites on

the reserve. Several species such as the redthroat,
chirruping wedgebill, cinnamon quail-thrush and
rufous field-wren that occupy shrub dominated
vegetation, and are apparently sensitive to grazinginduced habitat changes, have exhibited explosive
population increases in this time. In addition many
more species, including red-capped robins and brown
songlarks, have colonised or been recorded for the
first time.
Other species whose habitat has not been impacted
historically to the same extent have not shown much
change, for example the striated pardalote and weebill
that occupy the river red gum canopy. Equally, the
galah and the little corella, which tend to respond well
to modified landscapes and provision of permanent
water sources, also showed little change.
Distribution and abundance
A central issue in many ecological studies is the
relationship linking distributions (how widely spread a
species is) and abundances (the number of individuals
of a species occupying an area) and the extent to
which they reflect the same demographic processes,
such as birth rate, death rate, dispersal rate and
colonisation rate.
We have found on many reserves, including
Boolcoomatta, that the number of sites occupied and
the abundance of a particular species in any given
year are closely related. That is, when a species is
more widely distributed across a reserve or a given
habitat type, the average abundance per occupied site
also increases.
In good years, populations will expand and grow,
occupying new habitat as populations in already
occupied sites increase and reach the limits of
growth. However, species will occupy habitat types in
order of preference, such that in the most preferred
habitat types nearly all sites will be filled to capacity,
whereas in the least preferred habitat just a few sites
will be occupied by fewer individuals. The reverse
occurs when conditions deteriorate and there are
severe constraints on growth: populations shrink
in better habitats and disappear entirely from less
suitable habitats.

Assessing conservation value
Conservation value is not only about the size and
distribution of particular bird species. Nor is species
richness (the number of species present in an
area) necessarily a good indicator of conservation
value. Species composition of the community, their
evolutionary history and adaptations, and projected
population trends under various land uses are
equally important. For example, on Boolcoomatta, the
vegetation type supporting the richest bird community
of 51 species is elegant wattle shrubland on
floodplains, and the least rich with 16 species is in the
very open forbland on clay plains. However, the habitat
types with low bird diversity are the very sites preferred
by several habitat specialist species and species of
conservation concern, such as the plains-wanderer,
inland dotterel, Australian pratincole and gibberbird.
Estimating bird populations enables us to identify,
characterise and map areas that will provide habitat
during drought as well as source areas with high
reproduction rates. Armed with this knowledge, we
can then give these areas priority in future plans.

STAFF PROFILE
Dave Whitelaw:
National Operations Manager
The National Operations Manager role is broad
in scope and reflects the diversity of the work
Bush Heritage is doing on the ground around the
country. With many professional staff and dedicated
volunteers on reserves undertaking all aspects of
natural resource management, Dave’s role is to lead
and support these staff so that Bush Heritage’s
conservation outcomes are achieved safely and
within agreed works plans and budgets.
Modern technology allows Dave to get about and see
what’s happening in the field as well as work with
Bush Heritage planners and policy-makers in the city.
Keeping in touch with what’s going on at family and
community level with those staff in remote areas is
probably the most important job of all.

Having generated these estimates, we can now
examine what environmental and management
influences potentially change the production of, and
competition for, key resources and the consequences
of this for the habitat quality and population levels of
all bird species.
These results contribute to assessing this reserve’s
capacity to contribute to the ongoing evolution of
each species, and they contribute to our assessment
of ecosystem health at Boolcoomatta.

Top, far left to right: River red gum trunks, Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA.
Looking towards Olary Spur, Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA. PHOTOS: Wayne
Lawler/ECOPIX. Cinnamon Quail-thrush, Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA.
PHOTO: Bush Heritage. Redthroat. PHOTO: Graeme Chapman. Above:
Sturt’s desert pea, Boolcoomatta Reserve, SA. PHOTO: Belinda Coutts.

The best parts of the Operations Manager role are
the people and places involved. Looking ahead,
Dave hopes to maintain and build on the amazing
goodwill shown by staff, as well as the volunteers and
supporters, in getting the job done. It’s why he’s joined
the Bush Heritage team and is optimistic about our
reserve management approach in the future.
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Dave Whitelaw, hard at work in the north-west. PHOTO: Rosco Kermode.

Conservation
on Country

Over the past year, the Conservation on Country
team has been working with each of the groups
and organisations below to support conservation
management on Indigenous lands or Indigenous
participation in conservation management on Bush
Heritage properties.
• B
 alkanu Cape York Development Corporation and
Kuku Thypan people on Cape York, Queensland
• B
 idjara people at Carnarvon Station Reserve and
Mt Tabor Station in Queensland
• C
 arpentaria Land Council in the Gulf of
Carpentaria, Queensland
• K
 aanju Ngaachi people on the Kaanju Ngaachi
Indigenous Protected Area on Cape York,
Queensland
• N
 gunawal people on Scottsdale Reserve in
New South Wales
• N
 gyiaampa Wingankirri people in
New South Wales
• N
 oongar people on the Gondwana Link reserves
in Western Australia
• N
 orth Australian Indigenous Land and Sea
Management Alliance in the Northern Territory
• W
 angkamadla people at Cravens Peak Reserve
in Queensland

24 ✽ Annual Conservation Report 2008–09

• W
 ardekken people in the Arnhem Plateau,
Northern Territory
• W
 unambal Gaambera peoples in the north-west
Kimberley region of Western Australia.
The biodiversity we are conserving together has
been and continues to be shaped by the cultural
practices and management decisions of Indigenous
people, who are integral to Australia’s conservation
management efforts. Over the past year we have
continued working with Indigenous people across
Australia, and have seen our relationships with
Indigenous people grow and develop as we work
towards our common goals.

This work involves our staff in a wide range of
activities, all supporting and strengthening our
partnerships to achieve better conservation and
healthy country outcomes. In addition to supporting
management activities, such as fire management,
feral animal control, and flora and fauna surveys,
the Conservation on Country team also supports
the following:
• P
 artnerships with regional organisations: we
have further developed our work with Indigenous
representative organisations in four regions: the
Gulf of Carpentaria, the north-west Kimberley,
Cape York and Arnhem Land.
• E
 ngagement with traditional owners: this is
ongoing on many of our properties, for example
working with the traditional owners, the Bidjara
people, at Carnarvon Station Reserve.
• A
 ssessment of cultural values: we collaborate
to identify the cultural values of a property, and
encourage long-term protection and management
by traditional owners.
• P
 lanning healthy country: this is an essential
step in identifying where we can best work
together on Aboriginal land to achieve conservation
outcomes alongside social, cultural, economic and
spiritual outcomes.
• P
 rotection: we are supporting the establishment
of Indigenous Protected Areas (IPAs) in at least
three sites, further securing conservation values.
• K
 nowledge revival: supporting the recording of
traditional knowledge for use by traditional owners
in applying their management practices.
• E
 mployment and training: actively supporting
training for Indigenous people in conservation and
cultural heritage management.
• P
 urchase support: working with Indigenous
people and organisations to try and purchase
ecologically significant property.
The following projects illustrate the breadth of this work.

Kaanju Ngaachi Indigenous Protected Area
management – Cape York
Here we are working with Kaanju people in
establishing and managing 204 000 ha of country
in Cape York as an Indigenous Protected Area. The
Kaanju Ngaachi IPA contains extensive savannah
woodlands, vine forest and wetlands, and protects 107
threatened plant species, three threatened mammals,
one rare skink and five threatened birds.

Our partnership with the Wunambal Gaambera
peoples is long term. The ten-year goal we are
working towards is Wunambal Gaambera Country
being effectively managed for conservation as a
healthy country, including the declaration of an
Indigenous Protected Area.
Over this past year we have completed three oncountry management workshops, from which a draft
Healthy Country plan has developed. We have also
supported fauna surveys and fire management actions.

Our aims in working with the Kaanju people have
been twofold. First, to support the Kaanju as they
implement their Kaanju Ngaachi homelands IPA
management plan to conserve, protect and enhance
the natural and cultural values of Kaanju homelands.
And second, to provide support in managing
and controlling threats (for example, weeds and
unmanaged visitors) to the sustainability of land and
resources and the integrity of the Indigenous and
natural heritage values of Kaanju homelands.
In this past year we have seen the area declared
as an Indigenous Protected Area; helped maintain
the employment of the Kaanju coordinator who has
been able to resource and carry out conservation
management actions including weed and fire
management, and secured resources to employ four
additional Indigenous rangers.
Wunambal Gaambera Healthy Country plan –
north-west Kimberley

Top, left to right: Kaanju country. PHOTO: Matt Appleby. A mangrove tree in
Wunambal Gaambera country, north-west Kimberley, WA. PHOTO: Courtesy
of the Wunambal Gaambera Corporation. Above, top to bottom: Wunambal
Gaambera rock art. Wunambal Gaambera traditional owners Janet
Oobagooma and Margaret Mangulu at a planning workshop. Wunambal
Gaambera coastal country, WA. PHOTOS: Lyndall McLean.
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This important collaboration is supporting the
Wunambal Gaambera peoples to develop and then
implement a Healthy Country plan to manage 960 000
ha of their land as well as large marine estates in the
north-west Kimberley. The region is an extensive area
of tropical savanna woodlands with embedded Livistona
palm woodland, monsoon vine thicket and extensive
coastal habitat which contain 16 endemic fish, ten
endemic frogs, 31 endemic reptiles, two endemic birds,
six endemic mammals, and 1627 plant species, of
which 102 are endemic. Importantly, they are part of a
rich cultural landscape, which needs to be taken into
consideration when planning the effective management
of this country.

Conservation
on Country
continued

Wardekken Indigenous Protected Area
– Arnhem Plateau
In this partnership Bush Heritage is working with
the Wardekken traditional owners to support
the development and implementation of a plan
for the establishment and management of a
1.2 million ha Indigenous Protected Area for part
of the Arnhem Plateau.

26 ✽ Annual Conservation Report 2008–09

The Wardekken IPA is an area rich with biological
and cultural diversity. It includes large areas of
Arnhem Plateau sandstone heath, significant habitat
for endemic and highly restricted species, numerous
sandstone rainforest thickets and areas of great
floristic diversity. The sandstone heathlands are
in the process of being nominated as a nationally
endangered ecological community. The area has
very high levels of endemism, including 172 plant
species, three birds, 12 reptiles, five mammals, three
fish, two frogs and many invertebrates. It protects 28
threatened plant and animal species including the
red goshawk, the Gouldian finch and the northern
hopping mouse. The IPA is the location of cultural
sites of great religious importance to bininj (northern
Australian traditional owners) as well as a body of
rock art sites that is of international significance.
The first stage of the partnership, the preparation
of an IPA plan, was jointly supported by Bush
Heritage and WWF-Australia. This was completed
in 2006–07. Next the partnership worked towards
the development of a legal model to establish
a perpetual endowment fund or trust to assist
in resourcing the management of the proposed
Wardekken IPA and the adjacent Bawinanga
IPA. This fund will support the staff and rangers
of Wardekken Land Management Ltd in their
management activities by providing a means for
securing resources. The trust was established this
year and the traditional owners officially declared the
area as an IPA in September this year.
Above, top to bottom: Controlled burning underway on Wardekken
country, Arnhem Land, NT. Surveying the burn. Meeting a local gekko.
Controlling the burn. PHOTOS: Doug Humann.

We would like to acknowledge
The Nature Conservancy for their
generous support of this work.

Our partnership is continuing to support the
employment of Wardekken Land Management’s
CEO. This role coordinates the rangers’ on-ground
conservation activities, including surveys of feral
animal and weed infestation and fire management,
as detailed in the IPA plan.

Marketing

The Bush Heritage marketing team works hard to
share with you the stories of what is happening on the
ground, whether that be on the almost 1 million ha of
land that is owned by Bush Heritage or some of the
2.5 million ha which represent our partners’ lands. By
focusing on just one corner of this enormous continent,
we could keep ourselves busy (and you informed) for
the entire year! However, in our publications, letters and
on our website, we strive to provide a broad overview
of every reserve, across all our anchor regions, so that
you can see just how your donations are making a
difference to the land, water and wildlife, and where we
still have so much more work to do.
This year we faced a humanitarian and environmental
disaster – the Victorian bushfires on 7 February.
Australians – and people around the world – were
horrified by this catastrophe. More than 140 people
perished in the fires, along with an estimated million
animals, and over 400 000 ha of land was burnt. It
took a devastating toll. It also impacted our general
fundraising, as community donations were directed
to emergency support for victims of the fires. This
occurred at the height of the global financial crisis.
It made for a sad and confusing time for all of us.
However, looking back, we worked through both the
tragedy and the economic rollercoaster with equanimity
and ended the financial year in a stronger position
than we could have imagined. This is due to the loyal
support of so many people who continued to contribute
to us in whatever way they could through this highly
volatile period. Our volunteer teams grew and continued
to assist with our on-ground work, and the financial
pledges made by many donors, often a number of years
in advance, were honoured without exception.

Wayne Lewis

Volunteer Wayne Lewis working on ‘Operation Siam weed’, Yourka
Reserve, Qld. PHOTO: Kim Ely.

Wayne has been volunteering for Bush Heritage –
together with his partner Kim Ely – for about five
years now. Over that time he’s been to reserves
around the country, from Tarcutta Hills and Scottsdale
in New South Wales to his ‘local’, Nardoo Hills in
Victoria, and all the way up to Yourka in Queensland.
Wayne says, ‘Having been to Nardoo Hills a
number of times, I’ve enjoyed seeing the progress
being made on that reserve. And a big part of the
enjoyment of going back to Nardoo Hills is catching
up with Dave Baker-Gabb and Jeroen van Veen.
Their enthusiasm and knowledge is amazing, and I’m
always looking forward to their descriptions of the
plants, animals and birds around us.’
Most recently, Wayne and Kim were part of Yourka
Reserve’s inaugural working bee, or ‘Operation
Siam weed’. Here, they worked with staff from the
Queensland DPI and local councils on the control
of this invasive weed. ‘To get the opportunity to
explore this beautiful reserve, while helping to
(hopefully) eradicate Siam weed was extremely
satisfying,’ says Wayne.

Top right: Male bustard, Edgbaston Reserve,
Qld. PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX. Left:
Leaf blades of a grass tree, Xanthorroea
australis, Friendly Beaches Reserve, Tas.
PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.
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The marketing team will enter 2009–10 with a large
goal ahead of us, as phase II of our Anchors in the
Landscape fundraising campaign is now underway.
However, it is gratifying for everyone at Bush Heritage
to know that in the worst of times, we have true
friends to help us weather any storm.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Financial summary

Income and expenditure
Just over $10 million was raised in donations over the
2008–09 financial year, with grants, bequests and
other income bringing total revenue for the year to
just over $12 million.
Although total donations and gifts were up by 8
per cent on the previous year, the most significant
change to total revenue came through a $6 million
decrease in government grants. This reflects the lack
of reserve acquisitions that are often supported by
grant revenue.
The percentage of Bush Heritage’s income coming from
each revenue source is illustrated in Figure 1, below.

For a detailed analysis of the financial results for
this financial year, refer to the Annual Financial
Report 2008–09. This can be found on our website;
alternatively, copies are available on request from
Bush Heritage.
Volunteers and pro bono support
Our hard-working volunteers provided 2585 days’
work over the year, assisting in both the management
of reserves and administrative tasks at the
Conservation Support Centre in Melbourne.

Total expenditure for the financial year was $12.1
million, resulting in a small deficit of $88 000. This
came about as a result of the global financial crisis
causing Bush Heritage to write down $770 000 from
our endowment investments.

Once again, we have received outstanding pro
bono support from our legal advisors Allens Arthur
Robinson, whose staff contributed their time and
expertise to the approximate value of $320 000.

Figure 1: Revenue sources

Figure 2: Revenue distribution

Bequests 5%

Outside anchor
regions 17%

Other
income 3%

55% Individuals

Northern Australia
partnerships 7%

Investment
income 4%

Tasmanian
Midlands 1%

Corporations 5%

South-East Grassy
Box Woodlands 6%

Grant income 5%
Figures are based on 08–09 actuals.
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Figure 2 below details how revenue was distributed
across our areas of work.

Above: Red-tailed black cockatoos in flight, Eurardy
Reserve, WA. PHOTO: Leanne and Paul Hales.
Right: Bloodwood blossoms, Yourka Reserve, Qld.
PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.

24% Trusts
and foundations

Gulf to Lake Eyre 10%

Figures are based on 08–09 actuals.

10% South-West
Botanical Province

17% Queensland
Uplands and
Brigalow Belt

31% National projects

Thank you

Leading benefactors

Bequests

Allens Arthur Robinson; Graeme Wood Foundation;
Macquarie Group Foundation; The Nature
Conservancy & The Nature Conservancy’s David
Thomas Challenge

Bush Heritage gratefully received bequests from
the Estates of the following supporters: Christopher
Daniel Blowes; Colin Glasford Campbell; Bruce
Leonard Dover; Lindsay Frederick Hunt; Agnes
Elizabeth Jackson; Ernest Harold Jones; Maureen
Veronica LeBlanc; Maria Hester Osborne; MaryAnne Prior; Lindsay Shield Whitham; Madeleine
Gladys Wright

Key partners

Desert Channels Queensland; Flight Centre; Geoff
Giles; Chris & Gina Grubb; Tony Maxwell; The Miller
Foundation; The Myer Foundation; David Rickards, in
memory of Helen Rickards; Royal Automobile Club
of WA
Major partners

Andyinc Foundation; Terry & Caroline Bellair; Besen
Family Foundation; S C Carlton; The GPT Group; Stan
& Irene Johanson; Bori & Helen Liberman Family;
The Native Vegetation Council – SA; various trusts
managed by Perpetual Philanthropic Services; RPS
Environment; South Australian Arid Lands Natural
Resources Management Board
Supporting partners

Bush Heritage Australia and The Nature
Conservancy work collaboratively together
as partners to enable the attainment of
greater conservation outcomes.
The Nature Conservancy’s Conservation Action
Planning method, adapted to Australian conditions,
is invaluable in planning the conservation goals
and strategies both for our partnerships and for
reserves which we own. The Nature Conservancy
and The Thomas Foundation between them made
large contributions and commitments to help us
acquire or set up Peniup, Yourka, Bon Bon Station
and Edgbaston reserves, and have funded important
conservation work on a number of existing reserves in
northern Australia and south-west Western Australia.
Again this year, Bush Heritage has benefited in
particular from matching of others’ donations as
part of the David Thomas Challenge, which has
encouraged new donors to begin giving, and
existing donors to give more generously.

Above: Working bee at Eurardy Reserve, WA.
PHOTO: Leanne and Paul Hales.
Back cover: Poplar gum and forest red gum in
grassy open forest, Yourka Reserve, Qld.
PHOTO: Wayne Lawler/ECOPIX.
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Mrs Betty G Amey; Vernon & Estelle Bailey; Biosis
staff & management; Bluescope Steel and staff;
Robyn Brady; the Bunning Family; Herbert Compton;
Cridlands MB; Cornelis van Dalsen; George Dalton &
Annelie Holden; Peter Edwards; Emu Ridge Australia
Pty Ltd; The First Eddystone Foundation; Gary White
Foundation; John and Anne Grindrod; Hunter Hall;
Warwick Hemsley; Institute of Wildlife Research,
University of Sydney; Integral Energy staff; Andrew
Keayes and Vanessa Lansdown; David Leece &
Frances Murrell; Marjorie J Lindenmayer; Parri Estate;
Perpetual Ltd and staff; Queensland Herbarium;
Reece Australia Limited; The RE Ross Trust; Research
Pty Ltd; Christopher Rowe; Ruralco Holdings Limited;
Brian & Diana Snape; SPOT Image; Graham Turner;
Joan Viner; W & A Johnson Family Foundation;
Kerry and Russell Watts; Wedderburn Conservation
Management Network; Elizabeth Xipell

Bush Heritage especially wishes to thank
The Thomas Foundation and The Nature
Conservancy for their crucially important
support of our expanding partnership
activities, including our Conservation on
Country program with several Indigenous
partners across northern Australia, and our
participation in Gondwana Link.
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